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your handy 
Calendar on 

the back. 

Jan - April 2020 
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Hello again, 

 

It’s been a while since the last edition, but there’s 

plenty to catch up on! The wonderful Kylie James 

has helped me out a lot with this edition, you’ll be 

seeing more of her work in coming editions I’m 

sure :) 

 

It’s been a strange start to the new decade, with 

fire and other issues affecting many things across 

the country. I certainly saw that over the 

Christmas break, when I went back down to 

South Australia to catch up with family and 

friends (was great to see everyone!) While I was 

there, the Cudlee Creek bushfires, Kangaroo 

Island and east cost fires were all burning, 

blanketing everything in SA with smoke. Certainly 

enough to make me grateful to see the rain that 

had fallen in Marble Bar while I was away!  

 

The CRC has been ticking along nicely since we 

picked back up in January. We’ve got some 

fantastic stuff coming up - particularly training 

and information sessions, so make sure to have a 

look! 

 

Catch you next time, 

 

Amy Pfitzner 

Coordinator, 

Marble Bar CRC 
 

DISCLAIMER: 
The information contained in this newsletter is for general information and 

discussion purposes only. While every effort is made to ensure to the information is 
current, accurate and complete, we make no promises, warranties or guarantees of 

any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, 
suitability or availability of the content of this newsletter. 

Editorial 
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Easy slow-cooker lasagne 

 

    Method 
1. Heat the oil in a large frying pan over high heat. Cook the 

mince, stirring with a wooden spoon to break up any 
lumps, for 10 minutes or until the mince changes colour. 
Add the tomato paste. Cook, stirring, for 1 minute to coat. 
Add the wine. Cook for 1 minute or until the wine 
evaporates. Add the pasta sauce, stock and oregano. 
Season. Simmer for 10 minutes or until reduced slightly. 

2. Meanwhile, whisk the cream and eggs in a bowl until well 
combined. Season. Stir in 2 cups cheese. 

3. Grease the insert of a 3.5L slow cooker. Spread a thin layer 
of the mince mixture over the base of the insert. Cover 
with a layer of lasagne sheets, breaking the sheets to fit, if 
necessary. Drizzle one-fifth of the cream mixture over the 
lasagne sheets and top with one-quarter of the remaining 
mince mixture. Continue layering with remaining lasagne 
sheets, cream mixture and mince mixture, finishing with a 
layer of cream mixture. Sprinkle with remaining 1 cup 
cheese. 

4. Cook on Low for 3 1/2 - 4 hours or until the lasagne sheets 
are tender and the liquid is mostly absorbed. Carefully 
remove the insert from the slow cooker. Set aside, covered, 
for 10-15 minutes to rest. Sprinkle with parsley. 

5. The lasagne sheets can be broken up into smaller pieces to 
fit into the slow cooker. It doesn’t matter if the pieces 
overlap 

Ingredients 
 

 1 tablespoon extra virgin 
olive oil 

 1kg pork and veal mince 

 90g (1/3 cup) tomato paste 

 125ml (1/2 cup) red wine 

 680g jar bolognese pasta 
sauce 

 250ml (1 cup) Massel chick-
en style liquid stock 

 1 tablespoon dried oregano 
leaves 

 250g pkt dried lasagne 
sheets 

 600ml ctn pouring cream 

 3 eggs, lightly whisked 

 300g (3 cups) coarsely grated 
three cheese mix 

 Fresh curly parsley leaves, 
to serve 
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January 8th saw ex Tropical Cyclone Blake dump 
229 mm of beautiful welcome rain on Marble 
Bar. 

Blake saw the highest rainfall in January for at 
least sixteen years and caused a record flood 
level in the Coongan River of 6.2 meters. The 
Coongan crossing on the Port Hedland road at 
this point was 5.45 meters. Major flood level is 
measured at 4.5 meters normally - so that was a 
lot of water!  

We had very little wind from Blake and apart 
from a bit of water damage in some buildings, 
and the usual washing-out of the roads, it was a 
perfect storm! Thanks is due to Lisa George 
from the Shire of East Pilbara, who had the 

difficult task of ‘local recovery coordinator’ for 
Blake. 

The rivers are still flowing beautifully clear and 
everyone is making the most of it, enjoying 
swimming, fishing and family time on the 
banks. 

In early February, Ex Cyclone Damien made 
landfall in Karratha. We were again lucky 
enough to avoid the wind, instead receiving 
another 32mm of rain which freshened 
everything up again.  

A perfect start to 2020! 

Photos provided by Nick Hamer and Kylie 
James. 

Article by Kylie James. 

Water is a welcome sight at the flying fox lookout at Marble Bar  CYCLONE DAMIEN 
(February 9th) 

CYCLONE BLAKE 
(January 8th) 

Record river levels measured after ex Cyclone Blake 
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The Pilbara Ningaui is a tiny species of 

marsupial carnivore that is exclusive to the 

Pilbara. 

It is only 4.5 to 5.8 cm in length with a tail up to 

7.6 cm long. They have brown and ginger 

spikey fur and a rather dishevelled 

appearance with a long pointed muzzle and 

close set eyes. They are an aggressive little 

critter with sharp teeth for munching up insects 

and biting the fingers of anyone who handles 

them! 

The Ningaui will only breed if there is good 

seasonal rain with the female Ningaui having 

four to six young. Imagine carrying six babies 

around in her pouch - Lucky she has six teats to 

cater for them all! 

The Ningaui are one of the smallest of all 

marsupials, surpassed only by the planigales. 

They have been trapped and released in the 

Abydos and Kunawaritji areas but there is still a 

lot we don’t know about them.  

Has anyone ever spotted one? They like to live 

and forage in the spinifex and are super-fast 

movers! What an amazing little aussie animal! 

Let us know if you’ve spotted a Ningaui, or any 

other interesting Pilbara critters!  

We’d love to hear about it to include in the 

next edition of the Mirage.  

The Pilbara Ningaui 

The Pilbara Ningaui lives 
nowhere else in Australia! 
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Without more members and volunteers the races can’t happen. 

The club needs your help to keep this iconic event going. Please join the 

club or put your hand up to help on the day.  

The big weekend is only a few 

months away so please come 

along to find out how you can 

become part of the races and 

help organise the event. 

 

 

MARBLE BAR 

 ELECTRICAL 

 SERVICES PTY LTD 
 

ABN 99 080 964 629    LICENCE NO: EC0011944 
 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL, AIR CONDITIONING, 

REFRIGERATION, PAINTING, CARPENTRY AND FENCING 
NEEDS… PL No: 5831  

  Mobile:   0427 761 053 / 0438 917 610  

Phone :  91761053 

Fax:    91761050 

Email:  mbespty@bigpond.com 
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On the 22nd February the annual Marble Bar Rottnest Island 
swim was held at the Aquatic Centre. 

Fourteen members of the community took part and bowled 
over a total of 854 laps by 10.30am. An amazing effort seeing as 
only 789 were needed to complete the task - pool manager 
Dave completed 202 of those laps and said he was feeling the 

pain the next day! 

It was fantastic to see four of the 
local kids compete in the event… 
(you guys rock!) A brunch BBQ held 
afterwards was enjoyed by all. 

Thanks to the Shire for again hosting 
this fabulous event and 
congratulations to everyone who 
competed.  

Thanks to Erica Hamer and Lou 
Mawson for the photos, and Dave 
for giving us all the info! 

- Kylie James 

Marble Bar Rotto Swim 

RESULTS: 
Dave Lucas    202 laps 

Nick Hamer     130 laps 

Jake Hatch     120 laps 

Ryan Sinclair     100 laps 

Eugene Crawford       58 laps 

Erica Hamer        34 laps 

Jensen Manarung       32 laps 

Jimmaya Coffin       30 laps 

Kayleen Coffin        30 laps 

Lou Mawson        30 laps 

Jasper Manarung       24 laps 

Olga Potter        24 Laps 

John Applebee        20 laps 

Wendy Brooks        20 laps  
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Nullagine's business has continued into 2020 and 
we are off to a great start to the year. 
What an awesome lot of rain Nullagine has 
received too! Our Water holes and rivers are filled 
up, flushed and we had all the road closures that 
go with it. It hasn’t stopped the CRC from 
participating in a number of activities and the 
people of Nullagine are as busy as ever! 
Over the holidays we had the annual Christmas 
Lights Competition and the Lighting of the 
Christmas Tree at Gallop Park. 
We also have an exciting announcement to 
make... Shayanne Booth (Year 8 at Nullagine 
Primary) has won “Paint your Pilbara Art 
Competition”! 
Shayanne has secured her school and classmates 
up to $500 of Art Prizes and her fantastic art work 
was unveiled on the 6th of December… did we 
mention it’s been painted onto an FMG truck?! 
FMG and MPC Kinetics put on a barbecue for the 
special day and with the help of the Shire of East 
Pilbara we were able to hand out the Volunteer 
awards as well as light our Christmas tree!  

Big thanks to Linda Cooper for organising some 
lovely Christmas carols with the children and of 
course David Camilleri and Yusman Yahya for 
another awesome movie night. Congratulations on 
winning the Christmas lights competition Dave, 
and to Linda Cooper for pulling second place! 

Lighting of the Christmas Tree -  
Looks like the kids had a great time! 

 

NULLAGINE HAPPENINGS 

A bit of rain hasn’t slowed down CRC activities in Nullagine! 

Plenty of rain to flush the rivers this season! 
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On the topic of Mining companies, Novo Resources 
presented an update of the Beatons Creek Gold Project 
to the Town, highlighting that a gold resource has now 
been placed on the project following almost 10 years of 
exploration.  
Community support was sought for haulage through the 
Nullagine Town bypass on Walker Street when a 
suitable processing location is secured.  Novo passed 
on their thanks to the people of Nullagine Town and the 
Shire of East Pilbara for their support to the Beatons 
creek Project over the years.  
The CRC has also worked closely with the Shire for 
Australia Day at Gallop Hall. There was a barbecue and 
a good turnout of townsfolk to enjoy something to eat. 
Thank you to Linda for getting the event so well 
prepared and cooking some lovely food. Also thanks to 
Robert for the damper! 
Ashburton recently hosted a Barbecue at the Hall as 
well with Pat and Jane who conduct outreach to more 
remote places like Nullagine. This gave the community 
an insightful look into the services and scheduling of 
Ashburton over the coming months.  

The EON Foundation, 
Nullagine Police, Mission 
Australia and the Nullagine 
CRC had yet another 
barbecue at the back of the 
Police Station after a recent 
Court Date. 
Thanks to Mission Australia 
for the lovely rolls from IGA as 
well as the food supplied. We 
are looking forward to more of 
Share’s visits which will be 
happening fortnightly. 
 
Fraser Brennan, NGCRC 

NULLAGINE HAPPENINGS 

MORE PHOTOS 
next page > 
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This strange object is beside the road 

near the Pioneer Cemetery. 

Does anyone know what it’s story is? 

Maybe there was something mounted on 

it once? 

We would love to know so we can post 

the answer in next month’s Mirage!  

Are there any other weird and wonderful 

objects or stories you would like to see 

or know more about? 

Come and see us at the CRC so we can share them in future editions! 

Fantastic work!  

Nullagine Year 8 Shayanne Booth wins 
‘Paint your Pilbara’ art competition! 
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Get your  read on !  
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Marble Bar & Nullagine 
HISTORICAL NEWS: JANUARY -  MARCH 

Floods in  Western 
Austra l ia  

-  JANUARY 22nd 1899 -  

F urther heavy rain has been 
experienced in the north west 

districts.  During the forty eight 
hours ended Friday Morning 7 
inches fell at Marble Bar, 9.5 
inches at Nullagine and 3.5 
inches at Bamboo Creek.  Severe 
floods were experienced over a 
wide area of the country as the 
result of the phenomenal 
rainfall.  The mails were delayed 
and the telegraph lines were 
interrupted at numerous points.  
The Nullagine River rose above 
the highest point hitherto 
known.  Nearly a mile of 
telegraph line was carried away.  
The operators had to pitch tents 
in consequence of the flooding 
of the local office, and are 
transmitting messages by field 
instrument. 

The Monster  
Nugget :  Marble  Bar  

 
-  FEBRUARY 1s t  1899 -  

 

T he Sergeant of Police in 
charge of the Marble Bar 

district, telegraphed yesterday as 
follows to the commissioner of 
Police :- “Ä rich alluvial find has 
been made by Messrs McPhee 
bros. and Parkes, about twenty 
miles from here by Sharp’s old 
workings. Seven hundred ounces 
of gold are said on good 
authority to have been found.  

The Under-Secretary of mines 
received at Marble Bar:-”This 
morning two brothers names 
Angus and William McPhee 
brought into town a slug of gold 
weighing 25lbs. Avoirdupois, and 
about 200 ounces of smaller 
slugs. The gold was discovered in 
a gully two and a half miles 
north from where the Pantomime 

nugget, weighing 334oz, was 
found by Doyle some nine years 
ago.  The find is about 30 miles 
from Marble Bar.  The country is 
highly auriferous for miles. 

Hurricane at   
Marble  Bar   

Western Mai l  -  Marble  Bar   
-  FEBRUARY 8th 1906 -  

 

A  hurricane swept over 
M o o l y e l l a  T i n f i e l d s 

yesterday about noon, and did 
considerable damage.  Houses 
were unroofed in some cases 
demolished in others.  Sheets of 
galvanised iron roofing were 
carried with terrific force a 
distance of a mile.  One of these 
hit a camel, nearly cutting its leg 
off and the animal had to be 
destroyed. 

 
Jasper  at  P i lbarra  

The Manganese  Record,  Peak 
Hi l l ,  Nul lagine  & Marble  Bar  

Gazet te  
-  FEBRUARY 22nd 1905 -  

M r William Shepard, mining 
agent, arrived here last 

week, and was considered to be 
after gold or tin, but a great 
surprise was in store for the 
residents when it became known 
he had pegged out the bar over 
the Coongan River, from which 
the town gets its name.  It 
appears he has been seven years 
looking for good deposits of 
jasper, and by accident met a 
Marble Bar resident on the 
steamer going to Perth, from 
where he got samples and made 
inquiries.  The necessary sample 
were sent to Adelaide, with the 
statement that it would 
necessitate a cartage of 130 
miles.  A reply came back stating 
that the cartage was nothing as 
the jasper was of such 

exceptional quality that it could 
be sold at so much per pound.  
Mr Shepard has taken up two 25 
acre leases containing at least a 
million tons.  He says that in a 
few weeks he will have a good 
many men working.  He is taking 
three tons with him for various 
places in order to see which is 
the best market.  

Royal  F lying  
Doctor  Service :  

Miner’s  L ife  Saved  
 in  Nullagine  

-  MARCH 6th 1937 -  

T he life of a Nullagine miner 
was saved last month 

because of the prompt attention 
made possible by aerial 
transport, stated the flying 
doctor (Dr Alan Vickers) in a 
report received during the week 
by the Perth Office of the 
Australian Aerial Medical Service. 
The miner, David Grainger, 
suffered a fracture at the base of 
the skull when struck by a 
bucket weighing 30lb which had 
fallen 20 feet down a shaft in 
which he was working.  Dr 
Vickers flew from Port Hedland 
to Nullagine a distance of 160 
miles to attend to the man.  

It was not found possible to 
transport him away from 
Nullagine by any other means 
than by air without gravely 
endangering his life on account 
of the hilly nature of the country 
and the very rough roads.  Dr  
Vickers wrote.  On the other 
hand, there are no facilities for 
nursing at Nullagine so that he 
could not be as well cared for 
there.  He is still confined to a 
bed in Port Hedland hospital but 
is well on the road to recovery.  
It is hardly too much to say that 
he owes his life to aerial 
transport.  
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Lighting of the Christmas Tree 
MARBLE BAR 
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Christmas Lights Competition 
MARBLE BAR 

The Marble Bar Tourist Association would like to  
announce the opening of our new OP-Shop! 

At the moment we have new and used  
clothes, shoes and DVD's. 

The Tourist Centre opens April 1st 

OP SHOP: 
 Saturdays & Sundays 9:00am to 12:00pm 
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There’s a new teacher at Marble Bar Primary 

School; a fellow by the name of George 

Pantazis. 

We asked George a few questions to find out 

a little more about him, and how he’s finding 

Marble Bar. 

Why did you decide to travel to Marble Bar? 

Any idea how long do you think you will stay?  

I travelled to Marble Bar because I wanted to 

teach in a remote community. I will be here for 

three years. 

Where are you from? 

I was born and raised in New York City, but my 

background is Greek/Italian. 

What were you doing before you came here?  

I was an Education assistant in remote/country 

areas. I was also a social worker and a former 

travel agent. 

Tell us something interesting about yourself! 

I have lived and worked on 3 continents. I am 

also former military. 

What are your interests and hobbies? 

Music reading hiking and walking. 

Thoughts about Marble Bar so far? 

It’s a nice place so far. Close enough to 

Hedland. I like it. 

If you see George around town, make sure to 

stop and say hello! 

- Amy Piftzner, 

Marble Bar CRC 
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STUDENT WRITERS 
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Eugene and Damien kick back at the pool 

Australia day BBQ lunch went down a treat! 
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Junior kids from Nullagine enjoying some refreshments 

Feeding the mob! Nullagine boys tuck into lunch 
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Accommodation 

Fuel\Air Compressor 

Hot Coffee 

Homemade Cakes & Biscuits 

Hot Food 
Burgers, Fish & Chips & more… 

Fresh Sandwiches made to order 

Cold Drinks 

Milkshakes 

Ice Creams 

Grocery Items 

Open 7 days 
7am - 6pm Weekdays 
8am - 5pm Sundays 

Phone:  08 9176 1166 
A/Hours:  0429 956 692 

Email:  t.rest@outlook.com 

Situated across Sandy Creek 
behind the Civic Centre, the 

Marble Bar Holiday Park 
offers well maintained 
caravan and camping 

facilities. 

Also available are a number of 
units and rooms to rent. 

Clean ablution blocks, a camp 
kitchen area, grassed and 

shaded areas add to the warm 
welcome you will receive. 

Phone:  08 9176 1569 

marblebarcaravanpark@gmail.com 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
We’re always looking for new Volunteers - both 

at Nullagine BFB and Marble Bar VFES! 

All levels of experience, skills and confidence 
accepted, training is free and provided - there’s 

no reason not to give it a go! 
 

Contact Paul Maddern on 0409 174 042  
Or speak to Amy (MBVFES Captain) at the CRC for more information 

Join us for training - ALL WELCOME - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of the month 
5pm at the Shed - Corner of Bohemia & Station St 
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~ Funeral Notices ~ 

Ph:  9176 2777  nullaginecrc@bigpond.com 

Fax:  9176 2888 www.nullaginecrc.net 

S a m a n t h a  S t r ea m  -  8 t h  F e b r u a ry  
A l ex  D o r r i n g t o n  S n r  -  2 2n d  Ma r c h  

S h a r n a  C o f f i n  -  2 3 r d  F eb r u a ry  
Pa u l  S t r ea m  -  1 0t h  Ma r ch  h a p py  4 0 t h !  

F ra s er  B r en n a n  -  26 t h  F e b r u a ry  
L e n  L e v e r  -  2 7 t h  M a r c h  

A m y  P f i t z n e r  -  1 2 t h  Ja n u a ry  
Q u away d e n  W h a l e b o n e -  8 t h  F e b r u a ry  

L e o n  W h a l e b o n e  -  1 2 t h  M a r c h  
S h y l a  H i c k s  -  2 2n d  Ma r c h  

Do you have a special birthday message, or know of an upcoming Birthday that 
you think should be included? 

Just give us a call, or send an email - we’ll do the rest! 

Geoffrey Phillip Trevor Todd 
01/10/1986 - 12/02/2020 

 
Loved father of Geoffrey Jnr Todd 

Loved Son of Bernadette and Kevin Todd 
Loved Brother of Sonia Todd, Kevin Todd,  

Alarnah Todd and Tasha Todd 
 

Saturday, 14th March 2020 
9:30am Service at Port Hedland Baptist 

Church 
(45 Kennedy St. South Hedland) 

11:00am Graveside in South Hedland 
Cemetery 

 

Family Contacts:  

Sonia Todd - 0473 904 882 

Kevin Todd - 0448 772 685 

 
Contact: 

Pastor John and Angela Newman Funeral Services 

0411 068 372 / 0423 681 075 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

 
Good Friday 

(Public Holiday) 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar NP 

M A R C H  2 0 2 0  

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar NP 

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar NP 

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar NP 

A P R I L  2 0 2 0  

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar NP 

RFDS @MBNP 

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar NP 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

RFDS@ MBNP 

RFDS@ NGNP RFDS@ MBNP 

Labour Day 
(Public Holiday) 

RSM Workshops  
@ MB CRC 

International 
Women’s Day 

@MBCRC 

Harmony Day 
Long Table Lunch 
11am @ Gallop Hall 

12pm @ MB Civic Cntr 

Council Meeting 
@ Marble Bar 

Shire Chambers 

2 

10 

 
Easter Monday 
(Public Holiday) 

13 

Easter Sunday 

Marble Bar 
Easter Pool Party 
10am @ MB Pool 

Nullagine 
Easter Egg Hunt 

4pm @ Gallop Hall 

 
ANZAC 

(Public Holiday) 

27 

ANZAC DAY 

5:30am @MB RSL park 
5:30am @Lynas Lookout 

Atlas Info Session 
6pm @ MBCRC 
Training Centre 

Calidus Info 
Session 

6pm @ MBCRC 
Training Centre 

23 


