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Hello everyone, 

 

For new readers in the broader Shire of East 

Pilbara - welcome! I hope you enjoy reading our 

community newsletter - something a little 

different for the adults to go along with the youth 

and junior activity pack ☺ 

 

With no events happening, we’ve had to think a 

little differently about finding content. This 

month’s edition has quite a couple of interesting 

historical articles, to go along with the usual 

puzzles and information. 

 

For many people, the world has been feeling 

crazy over the past few months - and while things 

are starting to look a little closer to normal, we 

are reminded that we must remain aware of the 

risks. With that in mind, remember to take time to 

notice the things in our lives that are still 

wonderful - like the beautiful weather we are 

seeing at the moment! 

 

All the best, 

 

Amy Pfitzner 

Coordinator, 

Marble Bar CRC 

DISCLAIMER: 
The information contained in this newsletter is for general information and 

discussion purposes only. While every effort is made to ensure to the information is 
current, accurate and complete, we make no promises, warranties or guarantees of 

any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, 
suitability or availability of the content of this newsletter. 

Editorial 
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Do you have a special birthday message, or know of an upcoming Birthday that you 
think should be included? 

Just give us a call, or send an email - we’ll do the rest! 

L o u  M aw s o n -  1 7 t h  M ay  
Ja c ko b i e  a n d Z e k i e l  D h u  -  1 9 t h  M ay  

E r i c a  H a m e r -  2 3 r d  M ay  
G l e n y s  M u c c a n  -  3 0 t h  M ay 
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Due to COVID-19, fortnightly training and other non-essential brigade activities (not including 
response) have been postponed until further notice. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
For more information about signing up to volunteer in the Marble Bar VFES or the Nullagine BFB 

Contact Paul Maddern on 0409 174 042 or speak to Amy at the Marble Bar CRC 

mu
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Accommodation 

Fuel\Air Compressor 

Hot Coffee 

Homemade Cakes & Biscuits 

Hot Food 
Burgers, Fish & Chips & more… 

Fresh Sandwiches made to order 

Cold Drinks 

Milkshakes 

Ice Creams 

Grocery Items 

Open 7 days 
7am - 6pm Weekdays 
8am - 5pm Sundays 

Phone:  08 9176 1166 
A/Hours:  0429 956 692 

Email:  t.rest@outlook.com 

Situated across Sandy Creek 
behind the Civic Centre, the 

Marble Bar Holiday Park 
offers well maintained 
caravan and camping 

facilities. 

Also available are a number of 
units and rooms to rent. 

Clean ablution blocks, a camp 
kitchen area, grassed and 

shaded areas add to the warm 
welcome you will receive. 

Phone:  08 9176 1569 

marblebarcaravanpark@gmail.com 
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 Cauliflower, potato & bacon soup 

 METHOD 

1. Heat oil in a large deep saucepan over medium heat.  Add onion and cook 
for 3-4 mins or until soft.  Add cauliflower, potato, bacon bones, stock and 5 
cups of water.  Bring to the boil.  Reduce heat and simmer for 20-25 mins or 

until vegetables are tender.  Remove from heat 

2. Meanwhile, preheat oven to 200*c.  Line a 
baking tray with baking paper.  Sprinkle cubes 
of bread onto tray and spray with olive oil.  
Bake for 10-15 mins or until crisp and golden.  

Cool 

3. Remove bacon bones from stock and cool 
slightly.  Cut off meat and finely chop.  Set 

aside. 

4. Puree soup using a stick blender or in a food 
processor.  Return to saucepan and stir 
through chopped bacon meat.  Season with 
salt and pepper.  Reheat over a medium heat.  
Ladle into serving bowls and scatter over 
croutons. 

INGREDIENTS 

 1 tbs olive oil 

 1 large brown onion 

 1 whole small 

cauliflower 

 450g potatoes peeled 

and chopped 

 500g bacon bones 

 4 cups chicken stock 

 6 slices bread, cut into 

2cm cubes 

Photo credit: https://www.woolworths.com.au/  
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NATIONAL CORONAVIRUS HELPLINE: 
1800 020 080 

NULLAGINE NURSING POST: 
9176 2010 

MARBLE BAR NURSING POST: 
9174 1900 

Source: Media statement, Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet www.wa.gov.au 

The WA Government is partnering with major 
resources companies and WA’s leading 
researchers to roll out COVID-19 testing among fly-
in, fly-out (FIFO) mining and resources workers 
who do not have symptoms. 

The testing among FIFO workers is the second 
pillar of the DETECT program, a joint initiative of 
the Department of Health and the WA research 
community. 

The DETECT program will examine the prevalence 
of COVID-19 in key sectors of the WA community. 

It will help provide greater certainty around possible 
undetected transmission of the disease in the 
State. 

It’s expected that nearly 30,000 tests will be 
conducted during the life of the project. 

While there is no evidence of community spread of 
COVID-19, it is hoped the DETECT program will 
further assist in developing an even stronger 
evidence base on which to make policy decisions 
and ease restrictions. 

The DETECT schools program, to test in WA 
schools, was launched on Friday 1 May. 

INCREASED TESTING FOR FIFO WORKERS 
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The Pilbara leaf-nosed bat Rhinonicteris 

aurantia is a small, cave-roosting, insectivorous 

(bug-eating) bat. It is closely related to the 

‘orange leaf-nosed bat,’ which lives in the 

Kimberly. Most Pilbara leaf-nosed bats have 

bright orange fur, though some have been 

found with silver, yellow or fawn colouring. It is 

thought that bats with pale fur are likely to be 

older.  

Like most bats, the Pilbara leaf-nosed bat is 

nocturnal; sleeping during the day and 

hunting at night using echo-location.  

Pilbara leaf-nosed bats are quite sensitive to 

heat and water loss. During the day, they like 

to roost in deep caves or historical 

underground mines that offer a very specific 

humid microclimate. There are very few 

suitable roosts for them in the wild, and they 

are considered an endangered species. 

Scientists estimate there may only be about 

400 of them left. Leaf-nosed bats are often 

found roosting with other bats, including the 

Ghost bat. 

The Pilbara Leaf-nosed Bat is a supremely 

acrobatic and high energy flier. It is able to 

both glide slowly, or move quickly to catch 

insect prey whilst in flight. 

Not a lot is known about these bats but in 2017 

they began to tag them in areas around 

Paraburdoo. One of the bats tagged in its 

original roost was later tracked in another roost 

170kms away! 

 

Let us know if you’ve spotted any other interesting 

Pilbara critters!  

We’d love to hear about it to include in the next 

edition of the Mirage.  

The Pilbara Leaf-Nosed Bat 

Image Credit: www.kj.org.au 

Image Credit: www.australianmining.com.au 
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MARBLE BAR 

 ELECTRICAL 

 SERVICES PTY LTD 
 

ABN 99 080 964 629    LICENCE NO: EC0011944 
 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL, AIR CONDITIONING, 

REFRIGERATION, PAINTING, CARPENTRY AND FENCING 
NEEDS… PL No: 5831  

  Mobile:   0427 761 053 / 0438 917 610  

Phone :  91761053 

Fax:    91761050 

Email:  mbespty@bigpond.com 
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MARBLE BAR NURSING POST: 
We’re Nearly There! 

Everything ready to go in the new waiting room 
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Last year, photographer Nic Duncan came to 
Marble Bar, as part of her six month tour of 
regional communities in Western Australia. While 
in Marble Bar, she spent her time at the Iron Clad 
taking photos and chatting with a few locals. The 
photos were later posted to her website alongside 
a short article... and what fantastic photos they 
are! Check out the article here: 
www.nicduncan.com/travel-journal/the-iron-clad-
hotel  if you haven’t already, it’s worth a look. 

As it turns out, Nic’s photos have had some 
acclaim since then. In December 2019, her portrait 
work was showcased in an exhibition called 
“Beyond the Traffic Lights,” which screened for a 
month on Yagan Tower in the centre of Perth. The 
exhibition featured portraits of characters from 
regional WA, including one of local Stephen 
Whyardie 

In an interview with the ABC, Duncan fondly 
recalled her time in Marble Bar as a highlight of 
her WA trip, "My favourite spots were probably 
Wyndham and Marble Bar. The characters we met 
there and the hospitality and generosity … and 
willingness to share themselves with us [...] we 
felt that we discovered the real outback towns 
when we went to those places." 

More recently, Nic has also entered a couple of 
photos into the National Photographic Portrait 
competition and this beauty of Paul Stream came 
in as a finalist! The portrait, named “Paul’s Smile,” 
is hanging in the National Portrait Gallery in 
Canberra - right beside one of iconic indigenous 
Australian singer songwriter Archie Roach. 

‘Paul’s Smile’ wasn’t the only finalist portrait to 
come out of Nic’s trip to the Pilbara; a second 
photo entitled ‘Johnny’, featuring Paraburdoo gold 
prospector Johnny Day standing in a very familiar 
landscape, has also made the cut. 

While the major prize has already been 
announced, Nic’s photos are still in the running for 
the People’s Choice Award category prize. Voting 
closes Sunday 31 May 2020, so head to: 
www.portrait.gov.au/exhibitionvote/images.php 
before the end of the month to submit your vote 
and see the full collection of finalist portraits. 
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A railway from Port Hedland to Marble Bar was being 

talked about as early as the mid to late 1800’s. 

Construction began in 1909 at a cost of three hundred 

thousand pounds… roughly an equivalent of forty three 

million dollars today. 

The railway was plagued with difficulties from the start. 

Labour was relativity easy to get considering men were 

being paid very well for that time, however most came 

from the cooler climates to the south and the heat 

affected them  in a couple of different ways. They 

worked a lot slower than was expected and their 

consumption of alcohol was huge! In an article Mr 

Teesdale Smith is quoted as saying “They did not drink 

in moderation as they did when working in the cooler 

climates and they simply went to pieces!” Mr Smith also 

stated that if “Asiatic”( Chinese and Japanese) labour 

had been used the work would be finished sooner and 

cheaper as the heat did not seem to bother these 

people.  With so much money outstanding and without 

much earning power Mr Smith could not see how the 

railway could pay its way...and this was in 1910 whilst it 

was still under construction. He was to be proved 

correct as it turned out. 

By 1923 the line was running at a fourteen thousand 

pound per year loss… one and a half million in today’s 

money!  One of the original reasons the line was built 

was to service the mining industry, mainly gold and 

other minerals at Nullagine. However this never 

eventuated and by 1933 the line was solely reliant on 

the pastoral industry to cart the wool and this was only 

seasonal work. The train also took passengers and it had 

a well known reputation for being a very slow trip. In 

her book, Patsy Adam Smith makes reference to the 

rather inaptly named “Spinifex Flyer!” It was so slow 

people could get off and walk beside it! 

Constant replacement of sleepers due to white ants and 

also rail sections due to floods added to the ever 

Opening Day Port Hedland to Marble Bar Railway 
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growing deficit of two hundred and eighty 

seven thousand pounds by 1932… twenty eight 

million in todays terms. 

In 1933 after an inspection it was recommended 

the line had to have heavy expenditure to 

maintain it to the standard required.  No railway 

could be made payable by the support of only 

one industry.   

The railway was finally shut down in 1951...the 

last train ran on the 25th October 1951.  With 

the shutdown came a promise of an all weather 

road to Marble Bar. The road was finally 

completely sealed in 2003… 52 years 

later!  Most would  argue it is still not an 

‘all weather road’ either! At least less 

susceptible to long closures due to 

flooding as were the norm prior to the 

sealing. The railway line material was sold 

to mining companies and pastoralists 

and used to build infrastructure that is 

more than likely still standing in places 

today. 

- Kylie James 

Marble Bar Rail Station 

Train from Marble Bar sold to Sawmill at Pemberton 
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From 1860s, 20,000 camels and handlers from Afghanistan and Pakistan were shipped to Australia.  
(Source: State Library of South Australia)  
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Don’t forget your Mum this Mother’s Day! 

There are lots of ways to show your appreciation for your mum: 

Cook her something yummy! 

Give her flowers! 

Ring her up and have a long chat! 

Tell her you love her! 

Make her a card and a gift! 

Give her the day off from housework! 

Have a family picnic! 

Mostly, Mums’ just love hugs and thanks :) 
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May is a great month to get your veggie garden 

started if you haven't already - with the milder 

temperatures everything can grow and blossom 

without getting fried!  

Some great, easy and relativity quick growing 

vegetables for the East Pilbara are silverbeet, 

kale, and asian greens like pak choy. Tomatoes, 

beetroot, corn, snow peas and pumpkin are 

excellent growers too, but really give anything 

and everything you like a try. 

 Prep your bed by turning over the soil and 
getting rid of any weeds.  

 Feed it with a good all-round fertiliser or 
some manure, then water it in. 

 Plant your seeds or seedlings! 

 Water daily, fertilise weekly and give them 
lots of love! 

Nothing like fresh veggies from your own 

garden... they taste so good!  

GET INTO THE GARDEN 
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ANOTHER 
SENSATIONAL FIND:   

A 196oz.  NUGGET 

Marble  Bar  
(by te legraph) 

-  May  25th 1895 -  
 

A nother nugget of gold, 
weighing one hundred and 

ninety six ounces, was found at 
Talga Talga by Beecher on 
Sunday, on the Reward Claim 
Block. 

 
MARBLE BAR NEWS  

-  May  30th 1918 -  
 

R ed Cross Appeal.—The local 
fund amounted to .£57/12/6. 

This is principally due to the 
efforts of Mesdames E. H. and F. 
Greene, to whom the thanks of 
the Road Board is due for their 
splendid efforts. Space does not 
permit of a full list of donations. 
However one and all are heartily 
thanked for their contributions. 

 W.A. Charities appeal—
This appeal closed with the total 
of £26/15}, f°r which the local 
townspeople are to thanked. The 
effort was a splendid one, and 
worthily upholds the prestige of 
the old town. 

 Personal—Pte. E. W. Atkins 
("Blue gum") writes from hospital 
in England that he is in dock with 
bellows to mend. He was gassed 
whilst out on what he terms "a 
little night expedition.” He 
rapidly recovering and writes as 
cheerfully as ever.—Dave 
Missingham was out in the same 
stunt, but did not get the full 
effects of the gas; he is doing 
well, and as full of fight as 
ever.—William Lynas, some few 

years back with Miles and Co., 
Moolyella, is now a captain, and 
his men speak of him as being a 
splendid soldier. Lieutenant 
"Tommy" Towers is also still on 
top, and doing well.—Dan Bell 
has been gassed, and was in 
hospital in France when last 
heard from.—Teddy Lawrence is 
still in the thick of it, and writes 
cheerfully. 

 Overland Route— “Banjo” 
Paterson, with his new "Dodge" 
car, had a good trip from 
Meekatharra last week, bringing 
Mrs. C. M. Mackay and niece 
(Miss Easton) as far as Roy Hill, 
and Mr. and Mrs. McKenna to 
Nullagine.—Joe Cornelly, of Ethel 
Creek, came right through from 
Meekatharra this week in his own 
car. He reports a good trip. 

 S t o c k  M o v e m e n t —
[...]Merrick went through recently 
to [...]delivery of 6000 wethers 
from DeGrey. Messrs. Mathews, 
Fabre, Harris, and James are 
lifting about 2500 head from  
Larry Noonan's. Peter McNee is 
on his way with 1500 head of 
cattle from Hannah Plains. 
Charlie Alcorn is also on his way 
with a mob.  

 Motor Accident.—Mr. Gus. 
Smith, manager of Ethel Creek 
Station, met with a painful 
accident whilst motoring' over 
the station the other day. He was 
travelling at a fair speed, when 
the radius rod broke and caused 
the car to overturn. Mr. Smith 
was pinned beneath the car, and 
it was with difficulty that be was 
extricated. At first it was thought 
that a serious accident had 
o c c u r r e d .  H o w e v e r ,  o n 
examination it was found that a 
broken collar-bone and severe 
bruises covered the damage. 

 Church—The Rev. G. 
Stubbs (Anglican) conducted 
service here on the last three 
Sundays. He returns to Port 
Hedland this week. 

 S h e ar ing —  Cor unn a 
Downs started shearing on the 
31st. Limestone starts shearing 
on the 15th, followed, by Mt. 
Edgar. Warralong started on the 
28th, and everything is going 
satisfactorily. 

 

ON FLIGHT TO 
NULLAGINE 

-  May  18th 1948 -  
 

T he premier, Mr McLarty, and 
his touring party got lost in 

the air today.  A plane, in which 
they were travelling from Port 
Hedland to Nullagine missed the 
landing ground at Nullagine and 
had to make an emergency 
landing on a station strip 30 
miles to the south. 

 The party left Port 
Hedland about 9 o’clock this 
morning in a chartered Avro 
Anson plane, bound for 
Nullagine, which they were due 
to reach about 10.15.  The pilot 
of the plane, Mr V Pepper, had 
never before flown a plane in this 
area.  The country has no 
outstanding landmarks and the 
plane drifted west of its course.  
It must have passed about 15 
mile wast of Nullagine and about 
the same distance east of Bonny 
Downs Station.  When Nullagine 
failed to show up after about one 
and a half hours flying, the pilot 
and his passengers realised that 
they were lost.  About ten 
minutes later the station 
homestead was sighted, and 
about three mile away were the 

Marble Bar & Nullagine 
HISTORICAL NEWS: MAY  

 Historical  newspaper artic les  sourced from www.trove .nla.gov.au give us a gl impse into the  
recent history  of  the  Pi lbara,  with stories o f  triumph and hardship  from the past 200 years.  
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wind sock and runway markers 
of an emergency landing ground.  
After circling the homestead 
several times to make certain 
that the plane was seen, the pilot 
landed on the strip. 

 Mr A French, manager of 
Noreena Downs Station, arrived 
in a car and told the party where 
they were.  It was only about a 
quarter of an hours flight to 
Nullagine , but there were further 
troubles before the party got 
there.  Missing the Nullagine 
landing field, which is about five 
miles east of the town, the pilot 
noticed a small strip about a mile 
south of the town  It did not have 
markings or wind socks and had 
to be approached over a line of 
low hills.  The pilot set the plane 
down well, despite the fact that it 
bumped over tufts of spinifex as 
it taxied along the strip.  Two 
town residents, who had seen the 
plane landing, went to the strip 
by car to pick up the party. 

 The Premier thus arrived 
in the town some time before the 
official welcoming delegation, 
which had been waiting ath the 
airfield where the plane was 
supposed to go. 

 
MARBLE BAR NEWS  

-  May  24th 1901 -   
 

Q uite a stir has been caused 
here by the reported 

discovery of silver ore about 25 
miles from Braeside. Particulars 
to hand are very meagre, and at 
present there is not sufficient 
information to say definitively 
there is silver there or justify a 
rush. However, up to the present 
nearly 200 acres have been taken 
up. Should the find prove to be 
silver it will mean a great thing 
for the Nor’-West. 

 The Marble Bar Racing 
Club has decided to hold a two-
days meeting here on July 3 and 
4. £150 will be given in prizes, of 
which £80 is set aside for grass-
fed horses, and the balance for 
all-comers. Everything so far 

promises for a more successful 
meeting than last year. The 
principal races are the Marble Bar 
Handicap of £30, Pilbarra 
Goldfield Stakes for £20, and 
Flying Handicap of £20. 

 An agitation is on foot to 
get a mail service from Marble 
Bar  to Tambourruh v ia 
Coogleton. Nearly two hundred 
men would benefit by such a 
service. 

 Great satisfaction is 
expressed here at the possibility 
of Mr. Kingsmill becoming 
Minister for Mines. It is thought 
he is well suited to the position, 
as he is so well acquainted with 
matters pertaining to mining. […] 

  

NULLAGINE NOTES 

-  May  17th 1923 -   
 

A  man named Haggarty, an 
Irishman and a returned 

soldier, has been lost in the bush 
near Noreena station since 
Wednesday, 9th inst., and except 
finding his boots - apparently 
discarded - no trace of the poor 
fellow has been found. He was 
working on a new fence, cutting 
posts, and appears to have 
wandered off. Haggarty was 
gassed in Flanders during the 

war, and is affected at times. The 
manager of Noreena (Mr. 
Middleditch) reports that he, with 
other […] searchers and […] 
trackers, can find no trace of the 
unfortunate man to date. 

 The Eastern Creek group 
of mines will very shortly be in 
full swing again raising ore for 
their battery. 

 The Lionel asbestos mines 
are now on development work, 
and no fibre will be sent away 
until matters right themselves in 
Europe, as the French invasion of 
Germany seems to have tied up 
the sale of this mineral. It is a 
great pity Messrs. Burnett Bros. 
splendid dressing plant should 
not be working up to its capacity 
on the rich fibre in sight 

 

MARBLE BAR-PORT 
HEDLAND ROAD 

-  May  28th 1901 -   
 

A t a public meeting held here 
it was decided to urge the 

Government to construct a new 
road from Marble Bar to Port 
Hedland, the present road being 
in a very bad state.  The 
teamsters promise to cart from 
Port Hedland if the new road is 
made. 

Nullagine 1914 
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M A Y  2 0 2 0  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

RFDS 
@ Nullagine NP 

RFDS 
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