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DISCLAIMER: 
The information contained in this newsletter is for general information and 

discussion purposes only. While every effort is made to ensure to the 

information is current, accurate and complete, we make no promises, 
warranties or guarantees of any kind, express or implied, about the 

completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability of the content 
of this newsletter. 

This last month has been particularly interesting with CRC attending 
some unusual activities.    

On 26th January, I visited the MGMBULK site in Port Hedland and was 
able to see all the different sections at the complex.  It was great 
sitting in the driver’s seat of the Kenworth truck.      

The CRC is assisting the Marble Bar Race Club in preparing for the 
races on 6th July 24.  We also hope to be holding some family 
activities the 2 days following the races; this is dependent on 
receiving funding.  There will be further information in the Mirage 
over the next couple of months. 

Snowman.  The CRC is going to build several snowmen to place 
around town over the race weekend in July.  We need small tyres for 
the head and hat of the snowmen.  MGMBULK will be dropping used 
tyres at the CRC and Thiess is in the process of sorting through the 
tyres at Sanjiv.  Please let us know if you have any to donate. 

Craft group attendance is growing and meets every fortnight.  There 
is a variety of craft activities being worked on by the women.  Come 
along for just a catch up or with your craft item to work on.  

What an amazing day a number of Marble Bar women had when 
Phenxx was here for a photo shoot.  We were all interviewed, had 
our hair and makeup done and then dressed in beautiful night attire.  
The women had a ball!!  

 

Regards, 

 

Pam – Coordinator Marble Bar Community Resource Centre. 
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WE WANT YOUR SHORT FICTIONAL 
STORY  

 

A BIG Thank you to Russell Wenholz for the first 
fictional short story contribution to the Mirage. The 

story (pages 14 and 15) is classed as fiction but is based 
on a true story which originally took place in NSW. 
Russel says it was easy for him to transfer it to our 

locale and is has been a pleasure for us at the CRC to 
read. Thank you Russell and remember you can email 

short stories to the CRC at marblebarcrc@bigpond.com  
 

Come along to the next craft group being held  at 7pm 
on the 11th March in the CRC Training Room.  The 
Mosaic blanket is now finished and raffle tickets are 
available at the CRC. 

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. 

This is the snowman we plan to make and 
place around Marble Bar in July.  

mailto:marblebarcrc@bigpond.com
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Love, hate or indifferent to them, trucks are an 
essential part of living in Australia.  They bring us our 
food, clothing, furniture, cars and the list goes on. In 
Marble Bar, we eagerly await the weekly delivery of 
groceries and other necessary items for living in a 
remote locality.   

While the MGM Group began in 2004, Mario Giacci 
and his family initially began their business in the 
1950’s.  In 2004, MGM Group began its reconstituted 
blocks, concrete and premium quarry material arm.  
In 2014, it added MGMBULK - providing bulk haulage, 
material handling services and storage management 
for its mining clients.  In all, MGM Group has 540 
employees, a core fleet of 200  Kenworth trucks and 
650 trailer configurations.  

On 26th January 2024, I visited the Port Hedland office 
of MGMBULK. Luke McPartland, the Manager, 
provided me with a raft of information and a tour of 
the site.  MGM has been in Port Hedland since 2016, 
and of the original staff, there is a good dozen 
remaining. Until 12 months ago, MGM was operating 
out of an old shed and it now has a purpose built 
building that houses administration, workshop and 
tyre and washing bay.    

At present, MGMBULK have a fleet of 80 Kenworth 

trucks in Port Hedland with 150 drivers. The drivers 

have various rosters, although most do a four-week 

rolling shift and then two weeks off.  Luke said at 

present there is 26,000 Multi Combination (MC) 

driver vacancies across Australia, and as such, drivers 

are a valuable resource.  MGM aims to be a good 

employer and a desirable place to work.   MGMBULK 

staff flying in to Port Hedland, are picked up at the 

airport and transported to their accommodation.  

Accommodation, meals and flights are included in the 

employment package for the FIFO workers.   

At present, MGMBULK have a fleet of 80 Kenworth 
trucks in Port Hedland with 150 drivers. The drivers 
have various rosters, although most do a four-week 
rolling shift and then two weeks off.  Luke said at 
present there is 26,000 Multi Combination (MC) 
driver vacancies across Australia, and as such, 
drivers are a valuable resource.  MGM aims to be a 
good employer and a desirable place to work.   
MGMBULK staff flying in to Port Hedland, are 
picked up at the airport and transported to their 
accommodation.  Accommodation, meals and 
flights are included in the employment package for 
the FIFO workers.   

Luke McPartland - Manager MGM Port Hedland 
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Luke introduced me to a number of staff in the 
various administrative sections.  Of great interest 
for me, was meeting Kris and Morgan who are both 
supervisors and work closely with the drivers.  They 
described the camera system that records the 
drivers and how it assists with driver fatigue and 
distraction.  When a driver hops in the truck, they 
log on to the Mt Data System and the DSSI camera 
(*Seeing Machines - a patented face and eye-
tracking technology) monitors the driver’s attentive 
state.  MGMBULK works with the *Guardian 
Industries web platform and their staff in 
monitoring the camera recordings. If Guardian 
Industries observe a fatigue or distraction, they 
contact MGM.  The MGM Supervisor then contacts 
the driver and asks if they are OK.  If there is a 
second event, the driver is again contacted, told to 
pull up and take a 20-minute break.  Should there 
be a third event, the driver is directed to pull up, 
and another driver will be sent out to complete the 
run.  The driver returns to the MGMBULK office as 
a passenger in another truck.   

 

Depending on the grade of iron ore, MGMBULK 
currently loads up from either the Sanjiv, Miralga 
Creek, Mt Webber or Abydos Mine sites. The iron 
ore is taken to the Utah Point loading facility for 
shipping to countries across Asia. MGMBULK aims to 
cart around 190 truckloads per day to Port Hedland 
and each truck with its ultra-quad trailer sets may 
carry up to 150 tonnes.   It can be a round trip of 
over 480 kilometres from Port Hedland to Sanjiv 
mine and back, with drivers possibly doing two trips 
per shift.   

The supervisor, Kris Bellette, then guided me around 

the rest of the complex.  The large workshop has 

several bays and staff appeared to be very busy 

working on a number of trucks.  In all, there are 50 

Kris Bellett 



Proudly produced by the Marble Bar Community Resource Centre                                  6 

 

Next stop was the tyre bay.  I asked cheekily if 
MGMBULK would like to donate some of the used 
tyres as the CRC is working on a project for the Race 
weekend in July (see the Mirage editorial).  We then 
looked at the wash bay for the trucks and I was 
pleased to hear that the water is recycled.   Kris also 
said that MGMBULK in Port Hedland has ten female 
truck drivers, three female bus drivers, one female 
tyre fitter, one female truck washer, one female 
safety advisor, one female supervisor and three 
female administrators.  

Kris let me view the interior of a truck; with my short 
legs, what an effort it was for me to pull myself up 
into the cab.  There is certainly a lot to look at inside 
with two different radios; one is the usual UHF and 
the other a Tetra radio.  The drivers at various points 
at the mine sites only use the Tetra radio.  There is a 
good sized Engle for keeping food and drinks cold, a 
sleeping section behind the seat, so many different 
gauges and a heat signature camera (the cattle cam).                                                                                                                                                                                                         

I moved to Marble Bar in August 2022.  Seeing the 
huge MGM trucks carting iron ore from Sanjiv Mine 
to Port Hedland and back, has fascinated me.  If you 
are one of the MGM drivers reading this article, I am 
the madly waving driver of the silver Nissan Navara.   
Thank you to those drivers that respond - it makes 
my day  J.   

* https://seeingmachines.com/ 
* https://guardian.seeingmachines.com/anz 

 

https://seeingmachines.com/
https://guardian.seeingmachines.com/anz
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1 packet of Continental   
Cream of Chicken or Dutch 
Curry and Rice soup 

3 cups of milk 

1 large tin of Tuna or 200 

grams of chicken pieces (BBQ 

chicken) 

 

 

 

Chicken Curry 

 

 

 

Bring soup and milk to a simmer, add tuna or chicken 
and heat through.  Add more milk if the mix is too 
creamy.  I pre-cooked 1 small carrot, a medium potato 
and peas then added them to the pot with the chicken 
and used the Cream of Chicken for this recipe.   

 

Serve over either rice, puff pastry or a pasta of your 
choice.  I served it with Singapore Nodles. 

 

This is a very versatile recipe, which you can change to 

suit your taste buds. I add sweet chilli sauce to it a 

couple of days later…delicious!! 

Prep: 15 Minutes 

Cook: 1.1/4 hrs 

Approx 2 

 

Thanks to Lee Anderson’s Mum  

for this recipe.  
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On 20th October 2023, the upgraded Marble Bar 
Airport received its first aircraft on the newly 
extended 2 kilometre runway.  The runway, while 
built for current aircraft, was also designed for 
aircraft of the future. The upgrade was a joint 
project between Calidus Resources, Atlas Iron and 
the Shire of East Pilbara.   

Three months down the track, Alliance Airlines now 
flies Calidus Resources staff from Perth to Marble 
Bar and back twice a week.  Every Thursday, the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service flies to Marble Bar to 
provide a GP service for the residents.  Without this 
vital service, residents of Marble Bar would have at 
a minimum, a 4 hour round trip to Port Hedland to 
see a GP. 

On Monday, 15th January 2024, I visited the airport 

to meet with the new, as of 13 November 23, RAMS 

Airport Reporting Officer, Craig Daniels.  During my 

tour of the airport, Craig advised that his role is to 

ensure all activities at the airport meet the Civil 

Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) regulations and 

that all aircraft personnel abide by the regulations.  

Of particular interest for me was the Precision 

Approach Path Indicator (PAPI) system.  This is a 

solar powered system with a small generator and 

one orange electronic box  – a simplified 

description.  This operates the four landing lights.   

Craig Daniels 
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These are a guide for aircraft to 
the glide path (3 degrees) to the 
runway.   When there are three 
red lights on, the plane is too low 
and if there are three white 
lights, it is too high.  When the 
PAPI lights are two red and two 
white, the aircraft is in the 
correct position for landing.  
Below is a link that provides 
additional information. 

https://www.boldmethod.com/l

On the weekend prior to my visit to the airport, there 
was a number of fires around Marble Bar.  This did 
affect the airport as the fire crossed the Ripon Road 
and onto the airport grounds. 

The local Brigade members, with assistance from Craig, 
put in a burn line to protect the PAPI system control 
box with a successful result. If the PAPI system had 
been damaged, it would have restricted larger aircraft 
from landing until it was repaired or replaced; this 
could be weeks if not months.  All flights would then 
have to be diverted to Port Hedland. 

Across the road from the airport, a tanker caught fire 

and exploded.  Note the shredded tyres on the road to 

left and the large hole in the side.  Thanks to Craig for 

the great photos! 

https://www.boldmethod.com/learn-to-fly/systems/how-papi-lights-work-airport-vgsi-vasi-day-night/


Proudly produced by the Marble Bar Community Resource Centre                                  16 

 

On 31st January 24 PhenXX Pty  arrived in Marble 
Bar for a campaign shoot to promote its new 
brand of bedding.  The PhenXX crew had travelled 
5,000 ks from the Marble Bar in Sydney to Marble 
Bar, the hottest town in Australia.  Phenxx has 
developed a bedding range for menopausal, 
perimenopausal and postpartum women – in 
other words for women who are hot in bed!   

Several Pilbara women volunteered be interviewed 
and model for the campaign, and what an exciting 
day we had!   

Starting early in the morning, some of the women 

were interviewed and filmed at Chinaman’s Pool.  I 

nearly melted at 9am standing in 37-degree heat 

while being interviewed. I do not know how the 

film crew or Kait coped, as they are not used to the 

Pilbara heat.  

At 4pm, all the women met to dress for the full 
campaign shoot, and what a hoot it was!  Several 
women having makeup and hair done, then madly 
scrounging through the beautiful night attire to 
wear.  We all felt a bit flash, and flash it did, with 
thunder, lightning and rain just before the shoot at 
Travellers Rest. 

After dinner, we went to the 

iconic Ironclad Hotel for more 

photographs and couple of 

drinks to wind down from the 

day.  Thank you to all those 

involved in this campaign, not 

only is it promoting a great 

product but it highlights what 

Marble Bar has to offer. 

 

 

Quentin       Kait      Tony 
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0491 301 301 
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Job’s Page 
Marble Bar Local Employment Page 

Macmahon 
HD MechanicFitter 

More info on Seek.com.au 

Accommodation 

Fuel/Air Compressor 

Hot Coffee 

Homemade Cakes & Biscuits 

Hot Food 
Burgers, Fish & Chips & more… 

Fresh Sandwiches made to order 

Cold Drinks 

Milkshakes 

Ice Creams 

Grocery Items 

Open 7 Days 
6:30am - 6:30pm 

Phone:  08 9176 1166 

Email:  t.rest@outlook.com 

Macmahon 
Superintendent—Maintenance 

More info on Seek.com.au 

Horizon Power 
Mechanical Generation Technician 

More info on Seek.com.au 

Calidus Resources 
Site Medic 

- More info on Seek.com.au 

We can help with resumes, cover letters, job applications and upskilling! 

Marble Bar Roadhouse & Travellers Rest 
Hospitality / Retail 

Includes Accommodation - More info on Seek.com.au 



Proudly produced by the Marble Bar Community Resource Centre                                  22 

 

 

u
Marble Bar Volunteer Fire & 
Emergency Services (VFES) 

Volunteers Wanted! 

Fire/Emergency: 000 
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Report Fire, Emergency & Ambulance 

000    (112 locked/out of range) 
(131 444 Police Non-Emergency) 

Marble Bar Police Station 
9176 0500 

Marble Bar Nursing Post 
9176 1900 

Marble Bar Shire Office 
9176 1008 

Shire Newman Office 
9175 8000 

 

Main Roads Fault & Enquiry 
138 138 

Water Corp Faults Line 
13 13 75 

Horizon Power Faults Line 
13 23 51 

Marble Bar EPIS 
9176 1060  or  0407 374 812 

Marble Bar Ashburton (AAC) 
9176 1832 
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A P R I L  2 0 2 4   

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

RFDS 

@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 

@MB Nursing Post 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

RFDS 

@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 

@MB Nursing Post 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

       

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 

Craft CRC 

7pm 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 

Craft CRC 

7pm 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

Rottnest Swim 

 

M A R C H  2 0 2 4   

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

RFDS 

@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 

@MB Nursing Post 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

RFDS 

@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 

@MB Nursing Post 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 

Craft CRC 

7pm 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 

Tourism 
workshop 

20 21Shire  Com 

BBQ 6-8PM 

22 

shire OCM 

23 

24 25 

Craft CRC 

7pm 

26 27 28 29 30 

31       BIN DAY BIN DAY 

 


