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Hello again, 

 

I hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and a 

great start to the new year. It’s certainly been a 

wet few weeks since the last edition! All the rain 

has left the CRC Community Garden with a 

bumper crop of pumpkins so make sure to head 

down and grab one, (or two!) donations 

welcome! 

 

There’s a few things happening locally this 

February and March, including the local 

government election on the 24th of February - 

check out pages 14-15 to find out more including 

how to vote and profiles for the candidates. 

 

We’ve also got International Women’s Day here 

on the 9th of February so make sure to head down 

to the CRC for that one ladies! (more on page 16) 

 

We’ve had a lot of enquiry about upcoming 

training here at the CRC and we’ve got some stuff 

in the pipeline so keep an eye out for updates on 

that, and don’t forget if you’re over 50 you're 

always welcome to head into the CRC for free 

computer training! Make sure to book an 

appointment if you want to make sure we’re not 

too busy. 

 

I hope you enjoy the special January-February 

double edition of the Mirage! 

 

Cheers, 

 

Amy Pfitzner 

Coordinator, 

Marble Bar CRC 

DISCLAIMER: 
The information contained in this newsletter is for general information 

and discussion purposes only. While every effort is made to ensure to the 
information is current, accurate and complete, we make no promises, 
warranties or guarantees of any kind, express or implied, about the 

completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability of the content 
of this newsletter. 

Editorial 
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Recipe from  Taste.com  

Ingredients 

 150g butter chopped, at 
room temp 

 1/2 cup caster sugar 

 1 teaspoon vanilla 

 2 eggs 

 1 1/3 cups SR flour 

 1/3 cup milk, at room temp 

 Icing sugar, to serve 

Lemon Curd  
Custard 

 1 1/2 tblsp custard powder 

 2 teaspoons caster sugar 

 3/4 cup milk 

 1/3 cup lemon curd 

 Grated rind of 1 lemon 

Method 

1. To make the custard, place the custard powder and sugar in a 
small saucepan.  Add just enough milk to make a paste then 
add remaining milk.  Slowly bring to the boil over medium heat, 
stirring constantly.  Reduce heat and simmer for 2 minutes.  Set 
aside to cool completely, stirring occasionally.  Stir through 
lemon curd and rind. 

2. Preheat oven to 180C/160C fan forced.  Grease a 12 x 1/2 
capacity muffin pan. 

3. Use electric beaters to beat butter, sugar and vanilla in a bowl 
until pale and creamy.  Add eggs, one at a time, beating well 
after each edition.  Beat in flour and milk until well combined. 

4. Spoon 1 tablespoon of mixture into each muffin hole, 
spreading slightly up the sides of the pan.  Fill with 1 
tablespoon of custard and top with another 1 tablespoon of 
batter, trying to encase the custard in batter.  Repeat with 
remaining muffin holes. 

5. Bake for 22 to 25 minutes, or until golden and puffed.  Leave to 
cool for 5 minutes before turning onto a wire rack to cool.  
Serve with dusted icing sugar. 

Hint: Bake in muffin papers so they don’t stick to the pan! 

 Lemon Custard Teacakes 
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NAIDOC CONTINUES… 
SUBMISSIONS WELCOME FROM ADULTS TOO! 
We know that NAIDOC week is over, but we still have a whole pile of shirts here just 

waiting to give away. 

Most kids have had an opportunity to do their drawings at school or at the Rec Shed, 
and activities will continue at the Rec Sed. If you’re a big kid or an adult or you don’t go 

to the Rec Shed, bring your artwork to the CRC and get your free shirt! 

We have textas and colouring-in pencils here so don’t stress if you don’t have supplies 
at home! 
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https://www.containersforchange.com.au/wa/
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In December last year Victoria Phillips and Craig Fennell from 
Assetlink presented us with a novelty cheque for $420.20… another 

$234.50 has come in since then! Photo supplied by Assetlink 
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Get in touch with us at the Marble Bar CRC to book your 

digital literacy training - FREE for people over 50! 

A wide range of courses are available - whether you’re an absolute 

beginner or looking to improve your skills, Be Connected training 

covers everything from how to turn on a computer to online banking 

and researching your family history online! 
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Marble Bar Citizen of the Year Nominees: 
Amy Pfitzner        Avanui (Arvi) Pekepo        Brian Higgins 

Chloe Coffin        Rodney Bruce        Sheryl Wilkins 

Citizen of the Year: Sheryl Wilkins 

For 20 years Sheryl has dedicated time to running the Post Office and General Store. 

She and her husband work tirelessly to give the Marble Bar community friendly service and she has 
helped put the reputation of Marble Bar Town on the map - people go away with good stories of the 

town. 

Youth Citizen of the Year: Chloe Coffin 

Chloe Coffin has been the WPL (Work Place Learner) at the Shire in 2020. She has been attending 
work each day professionally presented and actively engaged in the topics we are learning about - the 

quality of her work has been outstanding and her attention to detail is consistent.  

Chloe has begun working at the Travellers Rest while completing year 12 studies and her units with the 
Shire; she is a role model in town for the other kids who see her commitment, effort and maturity and 

should be acknowledged for her drive. 

~ Marble Bar ~ 
CITIZENS OF THE YEAR 

Congratulations to the nominees and winners of the 2021 Marble Bar Citizen of the Year. 

These exceptional individuals have been recognised by their community as citizens who make 
“outstanding contributions and community service.” 

Think someone you know is missing from this list? Don’t forget to nominate them for 2022! 

The 2021 Marble Bar Citizen of the Year recipients were announced at the Australia Day breakfast 
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& Citizen of the Year Awards

On Australia Day 2021 (26th of January) the Shire 
of East Pilbara hosted a morning celebration at the 
Marble Bar swimming pool. 

Shire staff were assisted by local the WAPOL 
office’s Nick and Marc to man the BBQs and cook 
up a bacon and egg breakfast for the community. 

The weather was predictably warm so the kids 
happily took the opportunity to have a splash in the 
pool, and it wasn’t long before pool manager Dave 
had the compressor running and the blow up pool 
toys went out. 

After breakfast we heard from South Ward 
(Newman) Councillor Anthony Middleton, who 

announced the nominees for the 2021 Marble Bar 
Citizen of the Year. Unfortunately most nominees, 
including the winners, weren’t present to collect 
their certificates.  

The award went to Sheryl Wilkins and the Youth 
category recipient was Chloe Coffin. 

Congratulations to the nominees and recipients 
and thank you to the Shire of East Pilbara and 
everyone who assisted in putting together the 
Australia Day 2021 pool party and BBQ breakfast. 

- Amy Pfitzner,  
Marble Bar CRC 
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KITCHIN,  
MICHAEL T. 

KIERNAN, 
STEPHEN 

McWHIRTER- 
BROOKS, WENDY 

DRAGE, 
CHERYL 

I have 4 years experience as Councillor, 
strengthened by "Elected Members 
Development Framework Training", contacting 
Community and Stakeholders extensively. 

Additionally, I bring Senior Level Experience 
in Customer Service, Marketing, Project and 
Contract Management plus Financial, Human 
Resources and Asset Management. 

2001 Ran Tree planting Chinaman's Pool. 

2002 Wife and I secured $17000 Heritage 
Grant restoring MB Church. 

2016 Attendance, Shenzhen, "Investment in 
Australia". 

2017 Attendance Kununnarra "Develop the 
North" Seminar. 

2017 Three weeks participating "East Beverley 
Borough" meetings, Yorkshire. 

2018 Participation "State Development 
Seminar", Perth 

2019 Member, JDAP $100 Million, Addition 
NEWMAN Power. 

Member MBVBFB, Heavy Plant Committee. 

Innumerable Motions. ie "Limiting "Single Use 
Plastics" 

PRIORITIES: 
A well run Administration with Strategic 
Financial Management, good governance and 
improved ratepayer's communication 

Development of industrial areas opposite new 
Airport 

Budgeting for Tourist Scenario Developments 

NO Rate Rises 

Increased Local Employment 

Increasing MBVBFB membership 

Home: 9383 4911 Mobile: 0484 350 879 

Email: michaelkitchin@hotmail.com 

Cheryl Drage 55 years. 

I am interested in sitting as 
councilor position to suppose 
women in the Pilbara 
community. 

I am a small business owner, 
Soap Bush Soap for the last 1 
1/2 years. 

I have been involved with the 
local community for the past 1 
years with my women's group 
established, last year, 
Nyiyaparli Womens 
Association. The NWA assist 
Aboriginal women & young 
girls in the community by way 
of support with social issues & 
micro enterprise for bush 
plants, through the soap shop. 

I studied criminology & human 
service at James Cook 
University, Townsville I have 
had to leave for personal & 
family issues. 

My ideas for the future is to 
get involved in the community 
to live in a free & safe 
environment, I am a member 
of the Newman Futures re-
creating the planning of the 
town. 

I am supportive of working 
with others in partnership. 

 

Email:  
cheryldragesbs@outlook.com 

Wendy McWhirter-Brooks 58 
years. 

I am standing because I have 
watched my family suffer through 
the lack of infrastructure and 
services as good as anywhere else 
in WA and fair representation in 
our diverse Shire. 

I am married for 31 years with four 
adult children who call Marble Bar 
home. I understand commitment. 

I have always lived and worked in 
rural or remote places and found 
my community there. I understand 
the blessings and challenges of 
living far from cities. 

I am a retired Maths teacher. My 
teaching background gives me an 
understanding of meeting the 
needs of others. 

Extensive experience in 
committees, business and 
government processes has taught 
me strong communication and 
problem solving skills. 

I have served on Community, State 
and National organisations. I am 
direct and tactful. 

I look forward to making contact, 
earning your trust and 
representing you. 

 

Mobile: 0428528005 

Postal Address: Limestone Station 
PO Box 19 MARBLE BAR 6760 

Email: brookswendy26@gmail.com 

Social Network Address: 
wendymcmwhirterbrooks 

Hi My name is Stephen Kiernan , 
I work for Horizon Power and 
have Operated and Maintained 
the power stations in Marble 
Bar and Nullagine townships for 
the last 11 years. 

My wife and I have lived in 
Marble Bar for 18 years and 
have owned a business in the 
town that we recently sold. We 
have raised our children in 
Marble Bar and appreciate all 
the town and surrounding area 
has to offer.  

I feel I would be a great 
candidate for representing the 
people of Marble Bar on council 
as I know the area and the 
current issues facing the people 
of our great town.  

I have previously been a council 
member on the East Pilbara 
Shire but had to step down 
aside after 8 years for work 
related issues. So I would like 
the opportunity to represent the 
people of Marble Bar once 
again. 

 
Email: 
stephenkiernan1969@gmail.com 
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I would like to congratulate the candidates for the position of Councillor in the Central Ward (Marble Bar) of the Shire 
of East Pilbara, it is pleasing to see the number of people putting their hand up to serve on local government.  

During my 7.5 years in that position, it was mostly a rewarding experience but also can be a bit frustrating. 

Having lived and worked within the ward I felt a true sense of the needs and wants of the people, as you are there 
directly listening and communicating with residents and not relying on secondhand info. You are part of the 
community and take part in functions and events and feel the successful candidate should also be a part of the 
community. 

I wish all candidates the best moving forward. 

- Dean Hatwell 

 

 

Before the election, election packages will be sent out to everyone 
who’s enrolled to vote in the central ward district (enrollments 
closed in January) 

You should receive your election package in the mail soon. 

Road closures have caused delays but as soon as the roads re-
open, a ballot box will be delivered to the Marble Bar Shire Office 
for people to drop off their votes. 

Votes may also be submitted by post but keep in mind they must 
be posted early as late votes received after 6:00pm on the 24th of 
February won’t be counted. 

Make sure to get your vote to the Marble Bar Shire office before 
12:00pm Monday the 22nd of February as the ballot box will be 
returned to Newman in time for counting. 

If you don’t get your vote in to the Marble Bar office in time, you 
can hand deliver it to an electoral officer at the Newman Office on 
voting day, 24th of February 2020. (Shire of East Pilbara, Kalgan 
Drive Newman) during business hours (8:00am - 6:00pm)  

The election is run by the Western Australian Electoral 
Commission.  

The Electoral Commission will commence vote counting at 6:00pm 
at the Newman Shire office. 

 

Usually Local Government elections are held every two 
years, the next ‘ordinary’ election will be Saturday the 16th 
of October 2021. 

On 3 November 2020, Councillor Dean Hatwell resigned 
from his position of Councillor for the Central Ward 
(Marble Bar), causing a vacancy in this seat. 

The seat can’t be vacant for that long so they have to hold 
what’s called an ‘extraordinary election’ to fill the Marble 
Bar seat, that’s what’s happening on February 24th. 

Whoever is elected on the 24th will hold the seat until the 
ordinary election in October. The Central Ward seat will be 
declared vacant again in October, and we’ll vote again. 

 

Extraordinary Election information 
including candidate profiles sourced 
from here: 

http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/
About-Us/Council/Local-Government-
Extraordinary-Election-2021-Cen 

 
Election Notice: 

http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/
About-Us/News-and-
announcements/East-Pilbara-
Election-notice 

 

WA Electoral Commission Website: 

https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/ 

http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Council/Local-Government-Extraordinary-Election-2021-Cen
http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Council/Local-Government-Extraordinary-Election-2021-Cen
http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Council/Local-Government-Extraordinary-Election-2021-Cen
http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/About-Us/News-and-announcements/East-Pilbara-Election-notice
http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/About-Us/News-and-announcements/East-Pilbara-Election-notice
http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/About-Us/News-and-announcements/East-Pilbara-Election-notice
http://www.eastpilbara.wa.gov.au/About-Us/News-and-announcements/East-Pilbara-Election-notice
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After a 2 week break over Christmas and New 

Year, the Rangecon camp construction team 

have hit the ground running in 2021 and have 

made outstanding progress given the many 

challenges they have been faced with. 

The camp is on track to be completed and 

able to house 240 people by early April. 

Communications are now possible out at 

Warrawoona using a high-speed microwave 

link, giving the site 100mb/s 

 

- Article supplied by Calidus Resources 

 WARRAWOONA GOLD PROJECT UPDATE 

Communications infrastructure 
provides high speed internet to the site Communications infrastructure 

provides high speed internet to the site 
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Debris high in the trees gives an indication of how  
high the river was flowing down at Marble Bar Pool 

Properties down on Garden Road copped the worst of 
the flooding when the Coongan came up overnight 

Impressively, the shelter is still there - it’s just 
upside down. 

The highest levels were recorded at just before 2:00am on Saturday morning, 
these photos taken on the Friday give show it coming right up to the road. 
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Paul Maddern, Troy Hunt, Kylie James, Amanda Williamson,  
Kara Goodman and Amy Pfitzner Bit of mud on the road! 

Hosing down the truck 
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 Marble Bar  
Town Christmas Party 
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LOCAL HISTORY 
Information and photos sourced from Sue Coppin and Trove 

Forward: This story was originally sent through to 
us from Sue Coppin. Sue’s write-up was super 
interesting and we found ourselves wanting to 
know more about Piri’s story. As a result, this 
edition of ‘local history’ is a mixed contribution from 

Sue and the CRC staff. 

Marble Bar has had many characters who have 
left their mark on the town and the lives of those 
who knew them.  The Piri Smith Retirement units 

are named after one of these identities. 

Piri was born Piroska Steiger in 1914 in Hungary 
to Jewish parents.  She was one of five children 
and had a happy childhood and was active in 
many sports.  By the late 1930’s Piri could see the 
storm clouds gathering and was smart enough to 
make the move to England just prior to the start 
of World War two.  She joined the women's 
auxiliary territorial corps but due to her 
Hungarian nationality she was confined to 
unqualified duties such as store person or cook. 

Piri was adventurous for her time and in 1951 she 
boarded the P&O liner “Maloja” and left England 
bound for Brisbane, Australia.  She loved the trip, 

the social life and being waited on hand and foot. 
She made friendships which were to last a 
lifetime.  Piri spent the next four years working 
throughout Queensland, mainly as a cook in 
country pubs.  She arrived in Dongara WA in 
1955.  During this time she met a prospector 
named Harry Smith and they corresponded for a 
few years before Piri took the plunge and married 
him in Marble Bar in 1955.   

The newlyweds moved Harry’s home out at 
Bamboo Creek, where he worked a small gold 
mining show.  Bamboo Creek’s population at the 
time was just seven men.  Their home was made 
of tin with a bough shed attached, just a short 
distance from the gold mine where Harry worked.  
She was soon the postmistress at Bamboo Creek, 
the post office being an unused mine shaft in the 
side of a hill.  The dead letter office for undelivered 
mail being an old cyclone bed.  She had only five 
customers and considered herself her own best 
customer, being an avid letter writer and reader of 
books.  The only other communication at the time 
at Bamboo Creek was one telephone hooked into a 
basic party line, from which Piri would make daily 
calls to Marble Bar to check the line was up and 
receive any messages.  Piri also kept herself busy 
crocheting and her little hut 
was soon very homely.  She 
was known to deliver freshly 
baked hot cross buns to 
everyone of an Easter 
morning.  

By 1959 Piri knew that 
Harry’s way of life was not 
financially viable and that 
she had to move on.  She 
was lucky enough to get the 
position of telephonist in 
Marble Bar.  The evening 
shift on the plug and cord 
exchange left plenty of time 
to spare and before long she 
had picked up another role 
as a correspondent for the 
Northern Times. Piri also 
worked as a caretaker for 
Johnson's trucking business 
and manned the fuel bowser, 
a job which required her to 
hand pump the required 
amount of fuel up to the 
bowser and then to refuel 

Piri Smith 

Piri would of used a similar pump 
to this to hand pump the fuel for 

customers. Bamboo Creek’s first post office, an unused mine shaft in the side of a hill. 
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the customers vehicle.  One of the stories she told 
of that time was when a man pulled up to the 
bowser asked for fuel and then remained sitting in 
his vehicle.  Piri, with her familiar Hungarian 
accent, asked “You wouldn't be German by any 
chance?” to which the man replied “How did you 
know, by my accent?”  Piri’s reply “No, by your 
bad manners!”  She was never one not to tell it 
how it was!  She later worked as a bookkeeper at 
the Ironclad Hotel with her good friend Wally 
Nicholls.  Being very community minded she 
became secretary on both the local CWA and RSL 
groups, using her homemaking skills to transform 
the tin-shed CWA cottage, where she lived, into a 
place for out-of-town women to stop for a smoke 
and a cuppa. 

In the 1970’s she moved up to Moola Bulla Station 
out of Halls Creek to work as a bookkeeper and 
cook for a time, but eventually she returned to 
Marble Bar when the aged persons home was 
completed to become a resident.  She had all the 
mod-cons with air conditioning, tv and radio.  She 
surrounded herself with her collection of books, 
and wrote to her many pen friends from all over 
the world.  She was a very heavy smoker and 
rolled her own cigarettes and kept them in empty 
strepsil tins.  The regular doctor visits from the 
flying doctor, who held her in high esteem, knew 
Piri used cigarettes as her own form of medication.  

She would say to 
the doctor, “What 
lasts longer, a 
smoked ham or a 
raw one?!”  He 
had no reply and 
would just sit 
and enjoy her 
company.   

By all accounts 
Piri was strong 
willed, 
intelligent, dry 
witted and great 
company as she 
could chat on any 
topic. Unfortunately in her latter years her 
eyesight failed and she had to resort to listening to 
the radio for the news and her favourite sports; 
football and cricket.  She was no longer able to 
keep up her correspondence with her pen friends. 
Failing health forced her into a nursing home in 
Perth in 2005.  She lived until she was 91 years of 
age and is buried in the Jewish cemetery in Perth. 

Thanks Sue, we loved diving into the story of Piri 
Smith, what a wonderful lady!  
- Story put together by Sue Coppin with further 

contributions from Kylie James. 

Piri Smith 
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Pioneers and Pensioners 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2020 
On Friday the 18th of December the CRC hosted 

Christmas dinner for a very special bunch of people.  
Historical research showed that back in the 1950’s the 

town put on a Christmas spread for the pioneers and 
pensioners of the district with local business 
contributing to help fund the event.  Amy and I thought 

that was just the most wonderful thing to reignite and 

get happening again.   

The amazing Marble Bar came up with the goods of 
course.  Marble Bar Travellers Rest supplied the 

beautiful vegetables and dessert and Outback Beef 
donated the most delicious beef roast for the cause.  
Amy and I donated some beverages and the CRC picked 

up the slack with whatever other little bits and pieces 
we had forgotten!  We sent out invites and got several 
enthusiastic replies, unfortunately quite a few people 

Northern Times 
“Marble Bar News” - December 1952 

Sourced from https://trove.nla.gov.au/ 
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couldn't make it due to other 

commitments but we ended up with a 
great bunch of people and had the best 

time!!   

I cooked up a storm that morning, 

decorated the table to an appropriate  
festive standard and Amy put some beer 
and champagne on ice!  Easy right?  

Well actually it took a fair bit of 
planning and I lost quite a bit of sweat 

slaving over the oven but it all went off 

without a hitch. 

Everyone loved the food but the best 
part of the afternoon for us was the 
stories!  Amy and I spent most of the 

time doubled over with laughter.  There 
is no better feeling than putting on a 

event like this for people who where so 
appreciative and Amy and I finished the 
day feeling like we had won lotto!  There 

was so much food everyone got to take 
home a doggy bag or two and also a 
voucher to spend at the businesses 

around town thanks to the Shire of East 

Pilbara’s ‘East Pilbara Dollars’ scheme. 

We couldn't have done it without the 
help from Travellers and Outback Beef 

so thankyou for being so generous to 
such a worthy cause.  Thank also to our 
lovely guests you guys are worth your 

weight in gold both to the town and in 

pure entertainment value! 

- Kylie James,  

Marble Bar CRC 
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Geckos 
Is there a house in Marble Bar that doesn’t have geckos?!  I 

have a love/hate relationship with these guys!  I put a fair 

bit of time and energy cleaning up after them at the CRC, 

but every morning when I come in they have left their 

calling cards… everywhere!!  They don’t really deserve a 

write up in the Mirage for being so disrespectful but it turns 

out they are quite interesting, and pretty much all of them 

are super cute too! 

There are species that are unique to the Pilbara but 

Geckos are Australia wide and there are so many different 

ones, new species are being discovered all the time. They 

are reptiles, have scales and are nocturnal.  They don’t 

blink but use their tongues to clean their eyes regularly. 

I didn’t realise until I started doing this that there are two 

types of geckos that get into houses. There’s a native 

gecko and there’s Asian House Geckos, which have 

invaded Northern 

Australia. It is 

believed they 

came over 

aboard cargo 

ships in the 1960’s.  

There isn’t much 

difference 

between these 

guys and the 

native geckos, but the Asian ones make a loud "chuck 

chuck chuck” noise whereas natives tend to ‘chatter’ 

softly. They do look similar, but if you can get close enough 

the Asian gecko has tiny spines on either side of their tails. 

Both types of geckos are usually pale and colourless at 

night but turn dark with a distinct pattern during the day. 

The Asian House Gecko can tolerate bright light and are 

very happy in their human habitat using the lights to grab 

an easy feed.  Investigation is underway to figure out 

whether the Asian House Gecko is also invading native 

habitats but it’s thought to be unlikely as they thrive in their 

human habitat amidst the bright lights and copious insects 

that are attracted to it. 

The reason geckos can climb vertical and slippery surfaces 

is due to their fascinating feet, which do not work like 

suction caps at all! There are actually billions of tiny hairs on 

the bottom of their feet which help them stick to any 

surface.  They act almost like microscopic hooks, scientists 

have invented gloves that can pick up tiny shards of glass 

and also Nano tape which is incredibly strong, all based 

around the same concept as a geckos feet! 

Well, I guess they are good for something other than using 

my keyboard for  a toilet! 

- Kylie James,  

Marble Bar CRC 

Pilbara Barking Gecko 

Asian House Gecko 

Pilbara Smooth Knobtailed Gecko 

Native Gecko - malcolmtattersall.com.au 

Asian House Gecko 
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A MISSING MAN 

~ Marble Bar ~  
January  16th 1906  

S everal weeks ago a man 
names John murphy left the 

Cooglegong tin fields presumably 
not for more than a day.  He has 
not since been heard of, though a 
party searched the surrounding 
district for him.  It is considered 
certain that he has perished. 

 

DEATHS ON THE 
PILBARRA GOLDFIELDS 

~ Marble Bar ~  
January  31st  1906  

T he remains of a human being 
have been found at Keep-it-

Dark by natives.  They are 
supposed to be those of John 
Murphy, who left Cooglegong 
early in December to be away two 
or three days, and was not 
afterwards heard of.  Keep-it-
Dark is about 30 miles from 
Cooglegong. 

  An old man named James 
Graham, well known at the 
Moolyella tin field, was working 
yesterday up to noon.  He was 
found dead a little afterwards. 

 

RAINS IN THE  
NOR’ -WEST 

Splendid Downpours  

~ Marble Bar ~  
January  21st  1899  

S aturday last apparently saw 
the thorough commencement 

of the wet season.  From 
accounts to hand it would appear 
that a general rainfall prevailed 
over the whole Nor’-West.  A very 

heavy shower, with intermittent 
ones following, occurred on 
Saturday afternoon, causing the 
town  c re ek  to  be c om e 
uncrossable to pedestrians.  At 
midnight the rain fell in earnest 
and continued incessantly until 
the morning, 1*40 points being 
registered up to 9am. A dense 
scud travelled overhead with 
tremendous velocity, and the 
wind gradually increased 
towards the afternoon, when the 
rain fell in torrents, particularly 
in the evening, when the wind 
assumed a somewhat cyclonic 
force.  Towards Sunday morning 
it changed from east to west, the 
rain meanwhile diminishing to a 
drizzle.  

  News received from various 
townships shows that splendid 
downpours occurred everywhere.  
Nullagine, as far as the 
information received shows, tops 
the list with 9*50 points.  Then 
comes marble Bar with 7*14 
points, 4.5 inches of which fell 
on Sunday night.  Condon 
reports, received on Sunday 
morning, state that up to that 
time 6 inches had fallen and the 
telegraph line to Broome went 
down. Bamboo appears to have 
been the least favoured, the total 
registered there being 3*75 
points.   

  The Nullagine River ran a 
banker, the flood water 
approaching within 20 yards of 
the post office.  So severe was 
the storm and the flood that for 
nearly a mile the telegraph poles 
were carried away.  The 
operators have pitched a tent at 
the commencement of the break 
where they are transmitting 
messages by means of field 
instruments.  The Chinamen’s 
gardens on the banks of the 

Coongan River where the new 
seasons crops of vegetables were 
just coming on, were swept 
clean, all the men's humpies, 
excepting one which was totally 
submerged, going down stream.  
The river has not to the 
knowledge of the oldest resident 
been so high before.  The water 
rose higher than at any previous 
time as shown by the marks on 
the hills, huge trees being 
deposited chains beyond the 
oldest trunks which were lying 
there.   

  At 10 o'clock on Monday 
morning the line to Condon gave 
way.  Yesterday linesmen were 
despatched to repair the damage, 
and it was reported that the wire 
was not broken, the interruption 
being caused by flood waters. On 
the Marble Bar side of the 
Doolena Gorge three poles went 
down, but the linesmen 
s u c c e e d e d  i n  r e s t o r i n g 
communicat ion  yesterday 
evening.  Owing to the flooded 
state of the rivers it is 
improbable that the Port Hedland 
mail, which is due, will arrive 
within another week.  The 
outgoing mails have also been 
delayed.   

  A few immersions of a very 
unpleasant nature are reported.  
Mr McGuinness, who was on his 
way from Talga, while crossing 
one of the creeks on Saturday on 
horseback, went under, horse 
and all.  He had some difficulty 
in reaching the opposite bank.  
Mr J Spinney had a similar 
experience at Duffer Creek, 
where also Mr L Parker, who was 
yesterday journeying by buggy 
from Bamboo, had a very lively 
five minutes.  It appears that the 
current had washed a hole in the 
road, and in crossing the stream 
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the horse and buggy went clean 
under the water.  Mr Parker tried 
hard to retain his seat, which was 
awash, but finding that it was 
impossible to do so, he jumped 
into the water and swam to the 
bank.  The horses bought the 
buggy out, and the contents, 
which were flooded, were 
subsequently recovered.   

  Reports received yesterday 
morning state that the night 
before one and a half inches of 
rain fell at Nullagine.  The river 
has dropped 15ft, but there is no 
possibility of the mail leaving 
there for Marble Bar for a few 
days.  The weather has now 
settled, and a few days return of 
the tropical heat may be 
expected.  The storm formed an 
appreciative break in the hot 
weather, and served to lighten 
the oppressiveness.   

  The next two months will be the 
most trying part of the year.  
Water is everywhere.  Miners and 
pastoralists have abundant 
reason to rejoice at the copious 
rainfall, though it is hoped that 
no serious losses of stock have 
resulted therefrom.     

 

EXCITING 
EXPERIENCE AT 

COONGAN 

Hotel  Demol ished  
by Storm 

~ Marble Bar ~  
January  30th 1906  

T he parliamentary party 
arrived today, after a rather 

trying trip as far as Coongan 
Hotel, 25 miles from Marble Bar.  
The thermometer at that place 
registered 115deg. in the shade 

at one stage of the visitors stay 
there, but shortly afterwards a 
storm broke over the locality.  
Hailstones as large as hens eggs 
fell, and the wind blew with 
hurricane force, and practically 
demolished the hotel where the 
members were staying.  The wind 
was so strong that it blew a 
heavy four wheeled coach (laden 
with luggage) with such force 
that it crashed into and smashed 
a stable.  

  The visitors were entertained 
privately here tonight.  They will 
be publicly entertained tomorrow 
night.  All the members of the 
party are in excellent health and 
spirits. 

  The shade temperatures at 
Marble Bar during the past seven 
days have been as follows: - 113, 
113, 111, 113, 116, 115 and 113 
degrees. 

 

MARBLE BAR NOTES  

~ February  3rd 1911 ~  

A  thunderstorm passed over 
yesterday.  60 points of rain 

fell.  A cow was struck dead by 
lightning.  The railway line 
suffered slight wash-aways in 
many places.  There always will 
be washaways at every decent 
fall of rain until the line is well 
ballasted.  If a heavy general rain 
falls for one day there will be no 
train for many weeks.  On 
Wednesday night, Frank Atkins, a 
miner of Bamboo Springs, was 
bitten by a snake.  While he was 
hauling water, a snake came up 
around the handle of the bucket 
and bit his hand.  Immediately he 
left for his camp which was not 
far off, but he had bitten out the 
piece before he reached it.  Then 
with a razor he cut out more and 

started for Marble bar.  Yesterday 
morning, when he was in a pretty 
bad way,  he was met by the 
doctor.  He is now out of danger. 

   

DROWNED IN DE 
GREY RIVER 

~ February  4th 1902 ~  

A  sad drowning fatality 
occurred in the De Grey 

River, according to a telegram 
received here today.  It appears 
that two or three teamsters 
camped on one side of the river, 
and, something being wanted 
from Mulyie, it was decided to 
try and get across.  None of the 
horses would face the swollen 
river, caused by the recent rains.  
William Rayner, a well known 
teamster, decided to swim over, 
and, when about halfway across, 
he was seen to turn suddenly 
round and sink.  He has not since 
been seen. The river at the spot 
was about two hundred yards 
wide.  The deceased was well 
known throughout the Pilbarra 
district and was highly respected.  
He was, perhaps the best all 
round athlete in these parts.  
Quite a gloom was cast over the 
town by the sad news. 
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 Have you seen any mysterious objects or 
strange artefacts around?  

Let us know so we can include it in the next 
edition of the Mirage! 

Any guesses as to what 
this thing is...? 

Two were found, one had 
corresponding holes/slots on the 

other side, as though they might fit 
together...  

(No guesses have come through yet) 

Thank you to Lang Coppin who found 
the strange contraptions and bought 
photos in for us to share for our ‘what 

is this’ segment! 
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Daily Quick Crossword 

https://simplydailypuzzles.com/index.html
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SUDOKO 
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Accommodation 

Fuel\Air Compressor 

Hot Coffee 

Homemade Cakes & Biscuits 

Hot Food 
Burgers, Fish & Chips & more… 

Fresh Sandwiches made to order 

Cold Drinks 

Milkshakes 

Ice Creams 

Grocery Items 

Open 7 days 
7am - 6pm Weekdays 
8am - 5pm Sundays 

Phone:  08 9176 1166 
A/Hours:  0429 956 692 

Email:  t.rest@outlook.com 

Situated across Sandy Creek 
behind the Civic Centre, the 

Marble Bar Holiday Park 
offers well maintained 
caravan and camping 

facilities. 

Also available are a number of 
units and rooms to rent. 

Clean ablution blocks, a camp 
kitchen area, grassed and 

shaded areas add to the warm 
welcome you will receive. 

Phone:  08 9176 1569 

marblebarcaravanpark@gmail.com 
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u
Ashburton Aboriginal 

Corporation 

Marble Bar, Goodabinya and Woodstock 
AAC Appointment Day: 

10th February 

Warralong AAC Appointment Day:  
24th February 

 

~ Funeral Notices ~ 
Leonie Kelly 

Funeral 26th February, 3:00pm at Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Weld St. Broome 
Rosary 17th February, 5:00pm at SSJC Heritage Centre Broome 

Maxine Evans (23/10/1982 - 03/01/2021) 
Funeral 29th January, 9:00am at 50c Hall Roebourne, Graveside 10:00am Roebourne Cemetary 

Peter Stevens 
Memorial Service 29th January, 7:00pm at Koombana Park, South Hedland 

Funeral 6th February, 2:00pm at the Derby Civic Centre 

Mr Anderson (Boy) 
Funeral 12th February, 10:00am at the Wiluna Recreation Centre (Hall)  

Mavis Ida 
Funeral 19th February, 9:00am at Bidayanga Community Catholic Church 

Sharon McPhee 
Funeral 13th February, 3:00pm at Baptist Church Kennedy St. South Hedland 

Lewis Williams (06/11/1966 - 23/12/2020) 
Funeral 28th February, 8:30am at Jigalong 

Baby Aerahne Willis (08/01/2021 - 08/01/2021) 
Funeral 19th February, 8:30am Pilbara Aboriginal Church, 9:30am Wickham Roebourne Cemetery 

Karen Ann Jose (nee Brahim) 
Funeral 20th February, 2:00pm Saint Cecilia’s Church Pt Hedland, 3:00pm Sth Hedland Cemetery 
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A m y  P f i t z n e r - 1 2 t h  Ja n u a ry  

K ay l i - A ra h  D h u - 1 6 t h  Ja n u a ry  

Q u away d e n  W h a l e b o n e - 8 t h  F e b ru a ry  

S a ma n th a  S t r e a m - 8 th  F e b r u a ry  

D e ko t a  Wh a l e b o n e - 2 0 t h  F e b r u a ry  

S h a r n a  C o f f i n - 2 3 r d  F e b r u a r Y                                                                                                                              
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

BIN DAY BIN DAY 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

M A R C H  2 0 2 1  

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

Harmony Day 
Long Table Lunch 

12:00pm @Civic 
Centre 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

Valentine's Day 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

Race Club AGM 

7:00pm @MBCRC 
Training Centre 

Extraordinary 
Election Day 

International 
Women’s Day 

11:30am MBCRC 
Training Centre 


