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Did you catch ‘Short & Curly’  (pictured) 
@ the Iron Clad on June 12th?  

UP NEXT: Broken Tides @ Iron Clad 
Race Weekend 5th-6th July 
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Hello again, 

 

Firstly I’d like to thank everyone who submitted 

articles, photos and content this month - it’s been 

really fantastic to get so much interesting and 

varied content in the Mirage! 

 

Marble Bar is a bit crazy at the moment with 

everyone running around sorting things out for 

the Races. Thanks to the Race Club and the Shire 

who have been working so hard to make this 

event happen for our town - looking forward to it! 

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful races and 

school holidays. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Amy Pfitzner 

Coordinator, 

Marble Bar CRC 
 

DISCLAIMER: 
The information contained in this newsletter is for general information and 

discussion purposes only. While every effort is made to ensure to the information is 
current, accurate and complete, we make no promises, warranties or guarantees of 

any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, 
suitability or availability of the content of this newsletter. 

Editorial 

Ph:  9176 2777  nullaginecrc@bigpond.com 

Fax:  9176 2888 www.nullaginecrc.net 
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WELCOME!
We recently had new concrete access ramps installed at the 
Marble Bar CRC. 

It’s great to finally be accessible - we had the extra-wide doors, 
the disabled bathroom - but Susan’s wheelchair couldn’t get 
over the door step! Thanks to WideGlide who did a fantastic job. 

More additions are on the way, such as a new access ramp to the 
training room and further modifications to the main room to 
make moving around easier. 

CRC Treasurer Susan Potter 
testing out the new ramp! 
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Easy Butter Chicken 
Prep Time: 1hr 15min Cook Time: 35min  ·  Serves: 4 

 

    Method 
1. In a medium bowl, mix all the marinade 

ingredients with some seasoning. Chop 
the chicken into bite-sized pieces and toss 
with the marinade. Cover and chill in the 
fridge for 1 hr or overnight. 

2. In a large, heavy saucepan, heat the oil. 
Add the onion, garlic, green chilli, ginger 
and some seasoning. Fry on a medium 
heat for 10 mins or until soft. 

3. Add the spices with the tomato purée, 
cook for a further 2 mins until fragrant, 
then add the stock and marinated 
chicken.  

4. Cook for 15 mins, then add any remaining 
marinade left in the bowl. Simmer for 5 
mins, then sprinkle with the toasted 
almonds.  

Serve with rice, naan bread, chutney, 
coriander and lime wedges! 

 Ingredients 
 

 500g skinless boneless chicken thighs 

For the Marinade: 

 1 lemon, juiced 

 2 tsp ground cumin 

 2 tsp paprika 

 1-2 tsp hot chilli powder 

 200g natural yogurt 

For the Curry 

 2 tbsp vegetable oil 

 1 large onion, chopped 

 3 garlic cloves, crushed 

 1 green chilli, deseeded and finely 
chopped (optional) 

 thumb-sized piece ginger, grated 

 1 tsp garam masala 

 2 tsp ground fenugreek 

 3 tbsp tomato purée 

 300ml chicken stock 

 50g flaked almonds, toasted 
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The Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage (DPLH) has commissioned Pilbara 
Construction Pty Ltd to undertake  
demolition works on the 9 buildings located 
in McLeod Close. 

Work commenced on Monday 17th of June 
and is expected to be completed by the end 
of July. 

Originally known as ‘Pipunya Village,’ the 
housing development was built in 1989 on 
behalf of the the Pipunya Community 
Incorporation, by the  Aboriginal Housing 
Board and Aboriginal Affairs Planning 
Authority. 

The scheme was unsuccessful and the 
development was abandoned, falling into 
disrepair. Since then, Pipunya has been the 
object of much contention and debate with 
many locals lamenting the unused, empty 
housing in a small town with no real-estate 
to spare. 

Due to it’s classification as an Aboriginal 
Lands Trust Reserve, and with the 
dissolution of the Pipunya Incorporation, 
there have been numerous legal challenges 
preventing the street from being utilised or 
demolished - which are only recently 
beginning to be resolved. 

Even now, the future of Mcleod Close is not 
certain. The land rights belong to the 
Aboriginal Lands Trust, but no 
announcements have yet been made as to 
what they intend to do with it in the future. 

We’ll be sure to keep you updated as soon as 
we find out more. 

Pilbara Construction Pty Ltd were commissioned to 
undertake the works at McLeod Close. 

Once work started, the houses came down very quickly. 

Housing at McLeod Close was in a poor state of repair- August 2018 

If you have any queries regarding the ALT 
reserve at McLeod Close please contact DPLH 

representative  Relma Bule-Turner on  
(08) 9160 2251 or email  

Relma.Bule-Turner@dplh.wa.gov.au 
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On June 6th 2019, the 4km Marble Bar Road 
realignment through Coongan Gorge was officially 
opened for traffic. 

Transport Minister Hon Rita Saffioti did the 
honours, cutting the ribbon on the $54 million 
state & federally funded project. Saffioti has 
addressed locals, saying "The upgrade has made 
travel in the region safer and more accessible, and I 
would like to thank the local community for their 
patience while this significant project was being 
delivered." 

At the ceremony, Main Roads management 

personnel and crew, MACA contractors and 
Minister Saffioti were accompanied by Pilbara MLA 
Kevin Michel, Shire President Lynne Craigie, Shire 
CEO Jeremy Edwards & Shire Councillor Dean 
Hatwell. Local grandmothers Margaret Dhu and 
June Derschow, accompanied by her daughter, 
were also invited to attend the event. 

Those in Marble Bar have probably noticed that 
contractors from MACA Civil have stayed on for a 
couple of weeks in order to finalise rehabilitation, 
minor batter works, and complete upgrades to the 
Limestone-Marble Bar road intersection. 
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In light of the successful completion of the 
Coongan works, the Shire of East Pilbara have 
announced that they will be pushing for further 
improvements to road infrastructure in the region. 

“There still remain large sections of the Marble 
Road that are dangerous and the (Shire) will 
continue to lobby for further improvements to our 
road network. This includes a funding submission 
tabled by the Shire in 2015/16 to seal priority 
sections of Marble Bar Road, which we are still 
waiting for” said President Lynne Craigie, 
continuing; “Nevertheless, we are very pleased to 
note that Main Roads WA will spend up to $60,000 
a month on grading for this road and that a further 
two million dollars of funding is being allocated 
towards re-sheeting priority sections of this road 
also,” 

Locals have previously voiced concerns about 
priorities for road works in the region, with 
concerns about the safety of stretches such as the 
Marble Bar to Nullagine road. 

“The completion of the Marble Bar Road – 
Coongan Gorge Realignment has not only been a 
celebration of the conclusion of a major project, 
but it has also provided an opportunity for the 

Shire to strengthen our relationship with the State 
and Federal Governments so we can continue to be 
a voice for the people of the East Pilbara and make 
sure we are heard in highest levels of government,” 
she added. 

Coongan down, what’s next? 
Shire lobbies for more funding 

Pilbara MLA Kevin Michel and WA Transport Minister Rita Saffioti 
with Shire President Lynne Craigie and Chief Executive Officer 
Jeremy Edwards in Marble Bar following the completion of the 

Marble Bar Road – Coongan Gorge Realignment. 
Photo Credit: Shire of East Pilbara 
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CEO Jeremy Edwards congratulates 
Calum McIver on 35 years of long service 

at the Shire of East Pilbara. 

Receiving his 30 year long service award with Shire 
President Lynne Craigie OAM and his late wife, Kuini. 

Calum McIver receives his 35 years long service award 
pictured (back row) with Cr. Carol Williams, Cr. Biddy Schill, Cr. Dean Hatwell, former councillor Craig 
Hoyer, Chief Executive Officer Jeremy Edwards, Cr. Gerry Parsons and Cr. Lang Coppin OAM.  Front: 

Cr. Anita Grace, Rick Miller and Cr. Anthony Middleton 

Calum, a qualified carpenter, hand built a model wooden 
boat which is now on display at the Marble Bar Museum. 

Marble Bar Remembers 

Calum MacIver 

Receiving his 30 year long service award with Shire President 
Lynne Craigie OAM and his late wife, Kuini. 

In honour of the hard work and dedication 
Calum put into turning the little desert 

town of Marble Bar into a beautiful green 
oasis, Marble Bar and Nullagine have 

entered ‘Tidy Towns’ for 2019. 
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Vale Calum McIver, the Shire of East 
Pilbara's longest serving employee 

The Shire of East Pilbara’s longest serving 
employee, Calum McIver, has sadly passed 
away, three months after announcing his 
retirement. 

Mr. MacIver was the first Shire employee to 
reach the 30 years service milestone and by 
his retirement had served the Shire of East 
Pilbara for an unprecedented 37 years. 

“Calum McIver was a loyal and hardworking 
employee and a much valued member of the 
Marble Bar community,” said Shire President 
Lynne Craigie OAM.. 

“His passion for maintaining the greenery in 
the Marble Bar town centre resulted in many 
comments from tourists and visitors who 
were often surprised that the Pilbara desert 
they were expecting was unexpectedly green 
and more like a desert oasis. 

“On behalf of everyone at the Shire of East 
Pilbara, we offer our sincere condolences to 
Mr. McIver’s family and friends. We are 
honoured that Mr. McIver chose the Shire of 
East Pilbara to be his employer and he will be 
dearly missed,” she added. 

Mr. McIver began working with the Shire of 
East Pilbara in 1982 and devoted most of his 

working life to the town of Marble Bar, 
beginning work with the Shire as a backhoe 
operator and later transferring to Parks and 
Gardens. He was a qualified carpenter, and in 
his spare time would create smaller items for 
his home including a handmade wooden boat 
which is now proudly displayed in the Marble 
Bar Tourist Centre and Museum. 

Mr. McIver saw many of the staff at the Marble 
Bar works depot grow from young boys to 
men and was a mentor to many, some of 
whom joined the parks and gardens team over 
the years. A lasting part of his legacy is in the 
immaculate presentation of Marble Bar 
proudly carried on by the team he trained. 

He often shared that one of his most 
memorable moments of his life was the day he 
got married to his beautiful wife Kuini, whom 
he would often speak fondly about. He liked 
to talk about the work she did for the injured 
wildlife in town as well as the cooking he 
missed since she had passed. 

The funeral for Calum McIver took place on 
Friday June 14th at Pinnarroo Valley Memorial 
Park in Padbury. 

 
Amanda Curby, 
Media Relations Officer, 
Shire of East Pilbara 
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 bottom row 
Community BBQ and Movie Night 

 right  
Community BBQ and Movie Night 
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Race Round 

 
School Holidays

New Staff Arrival 

VOLUNTEER FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Marble Bar VFES 

Annual General Meeting: Tuesday 9th July 

 
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Contact Paul Maddern on 0409 174 042 or speak to Amy at the CRC 

Join us for training - All Welcome - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of the month 
5pm at the Shed - Corner of Bohemia & Station St 
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STUDENT WRITERS 
Students wrote these texts, based on a 
section from the Hobbit.  We also made 

‘Gollums’ out of paper mache. 
- Romola Brennan 

 
High up here in the hills in the dark caves, lives old 

Gollum, a three legged creature. His feet were as small 
as elf feet, and he crept around silently on them. Oh 

yes! He ate children’s bones with his stumpy teeth. He 
caught them when they came to collect water from the 

well. He just throttles them from behind. He cracks 
their necks with his long skinny fingers. But he is 

careful they don’t find him out. Not he. 
Zekiel Dhu. 

Deep down here, by the dark water, lived an old lady, a 
small, sticky crab. She had teeth as sharp as prickles 

and she ate children with slugs on the side. I don’t 
know where she lived, nor who or what she was. Her 
eyes were devil like and she stared at me viciously. 
What is she going to do to me? I had to escape. For 

sure. 
Kayleen Coffin. 

Deep down in the darkest cave lived an unsightly 
vampire. Sitting next to him in the dark, was old 

Gollum.  He was eating raw meat. He was smelly and 
nasty. His teeth were like shark’s teeth, shining white, 
like a sharp knife. The water was shimmering yet there 

was no reflection in the water. 
Jacobie Dhu. 

Deep down here by the swampy water, lived young 
Cleetus, a bloody, murderous, creature. She has long 

skinny fingers which she uses to scoop snails out of 
their shells, which she swallows whole. Oh yes. She has 

an ear on her back which is filled with hard earwax, 
which she uses to fix her small hut. Her hut floats 
through thick muddy water in the dark caves. She 

slowly moves from cave to cave in her small wary hut. 
She occasionally finds giant snails which last her days. 
She also likes fish which she grabs swiftly but silently. 

Occasionally she has snails rain from the sky into a 
bucket on her roof the she smashes them with a rock 

into a lumpy soup which she gulps down. On very rare 
occasions she finds a cave with an open roof while 
raining and puts out her bucket to catch rain then 

drink. 
Jensen Manurung 

 
Our students have been writing fantasy 

stories, here are some excerpts. 
- Ryan Sinclair 

 
Once upon a time lived a pink and brown cat, a black 
and white cat and a big green dinosaur. The two cats 

lived in a cottage together and the green dinosaur lived 
in a big dark cave. 

At the cottage the black and white cat went fishing and 
caught three fish and went back to the cottage. The 

pink and brown cat did not find the dinosaur and 
thought how to catch the dinosaur so they made a trap 

and put bait in it. 
Jasper Manurung 

 

There was an old house in the forest, it was very old 
and haunted. In the forest they heard whistling noises 

and saw Penny Wise’s balloon. 
Sharnee Mason 

Gollum masks made by the students 

Abstract student portraits - can you guess who is who? 
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On Friday the 28th, the Marble Bar Primary School 
invited the community to come along for a fun day 
to celebrate the end of term. 

Lunch was put on before the fun got started and 
the softball match began. 

It wasn’t a huge crowd so teams were a bit tight, 
but everyone had a good time nonetheless! 
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Nullagine School secondary students have 
been building a chicken house as part of the 
Certificate II in Construction program with Mr. 
Lee Elgood, a TAFE lecturer from Port 
Hedland.   

 below 
Triston Francis using an impact driver to secure a frame. 

Building a Chicken House 

- Phase One - 

 below 
Carla Francis assembling the frames for the chicken house. 

 above  Phase one completed!  Carla Francis, Triston Francis and  
Karrem Barker showing off their handiwork. 

 above 
Mr. Lee Elgood showing Dionstan Booth 

how to make a truss for the roof. 

‘Hardship of Convicts’ 
The students learned about 
the hardships that the 
convicts had to endure as the 
travelled by sea to Australia. 

The students dressed up in old 
fashioned clothing and made a 
little movie talking about their 
experiences as convicts. 

Ms Hogan,  
Y4 - Y7 Teacher 

 above  The  ship they designed 

  top right 
Rope Making   

  right 
The deck of the ship  the students made 
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An experience with Shakespeare... 

Romeo & Juliet 
This semester the “Owl's Nest” Y4 - Y7 classroom at Nullagine School have been learning 
about Shakespeare's famous play, “Romeo and Juliet”. 

Here are some of the students comments about the best part of the play for them: 

Weston  “My favourite part of the play was Juliet's Funeral. It was sad and this is the part 
where everything goes wrong for Romeo and Juliet”. 

Troycina  “I liked the balcony scene. It is my favourite part of 
the play”. 

Shirley  “I liked the secret wedding ceremony”. 

We hope you enjoy the photographs of the students re-
enacting parts of the play. We are making our class book about 
Shakespeare's play. 

   - Ms Hogan, Y4 - Y7 Teacher 
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The Nullagine Community got together at 
Gallop Hall on 25th June to enjoy a 
Devonshire Morning Tea. 

About 35 people attended and they all had 
a lovely time while they feasted on freshly 
baked scones. It was great to see such a 
good attendance at this event.   

Special thanks to Liana Ingram of Nullagine 
CRC and Linda Stream from the Shire Of 
East Pilbara for making the tables look 
spectacular - I could not have done this 
without your help! 

10:30 am and the 
people started 
arriving just in time 

for Scones fresh out of the oven.  Tea, 
Coffee and cold drinks were available.  
Liana made a Banana Cake for those who 
didn’t want to eat scones. 

Cate Clancy, 

Coordinator, 
Nullagine CRC 
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On June 4th and 
6th, we 
welcomed the 
Purple People 
Show to our 
towns.  

Rusty and Tarrabelle, the amazing husband and wife duo 
who’ve been together for 10 years, brought their fantastic 
high energy act to Nullagine and Marble Bar for the special 
events. They worked their way through a myriad of circus 
stunts, such as hand balancing, fire and ball juggling, hula 
hooping, fire hula-hooping, acrobatics and contortion. With audience interaction and comedic flair, the show 

was everything it promised. 

Nullagine kids came out in force and brought their enthusiasm for the 
workshops and the show at Gallop Hall. Special thanks everyone in 
Nullagine for your energy and inspiration. 

Marble Bar welcomed the duo and had a spectacular turnout to the show 
at the Civic Centre. A big special thank you to the Warralong Community 
and everyone for making such a huge effort to join us so that the 
Community could attend the show in Marble Bar. 

These events were brought to the community by The Shire of East Pilbara, 
Country Arts WA and Act Belong Commit, and is appropriate for all ages, 
adored by children and loved by adults! 

Kate Fowler, Shire of  East Pilbara 

Marble Bar  
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On the 4th June we had the Purple People Show come to town, 
presented by Country Arts WA and Act -Belong -Commit. 

Everyone was thrilled by the high energy circus stunts by very 
talented couple, Tarrabelle and Rusty. They had great laugh-out-

loud comedy that got the children and adults going!  

It was a very engaging evening where you got a chance to give the circus tricks ago for yourself. We have 
some up and coming circus stars among us! I must say I have finally learnt how to use a hula hoop!               

Liana Ingram, 
Nullagine CRC 

Nullagine 
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MARBLE BAR 

 ELECTRICAL 

 SERVICES PTY LTD 
 

ABN 99 080 964 629    LICENCE NO: EC0011944 
 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL, AIR CONDITIONING, 

REFRIGERATION, PAINTING, CARPENTRY AND FENCING 
NEEDS… PL No: 5831  

  
Mobile:   0427 761 053 / 0438 917 610  

Phone :  91761053 

Fax:    91761050 

Email:  mbespty@bigpond.com 

5D paintings 

Have you been down to the museum lately? 

If you haven’t, you might have missed seeing the 
talented Margaret Kiernan and her beautiful ‘5D’ 
paintings!  

Also referred to as ‘Diamond Paintings’, the 

pieces sparkle and catch the light. It takes her 
about 6 months to finish one piece - lucky it’s a 
labour of love! 

Aside from what’s already on display, Margaret 
also offers custom pieces. 

 
Interested? The 

Tourist Association 
has recently 

acquired a bunch of 
new merchandise 
and stock for the 

museum - so make 
sure to stop by and 

have a look! 

At the Marble Bar Museum 
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Marble Bar CRC’s 

Biggest Morning Tea 

$108.25  
Raised  

for the Cancer Council 

On Thursday the 13th of July, the Marble Bar CRC 
hosted a Biggest Morning Tea event to raise funds 
for the work of the Cancer Council. 

It was a wonderful way to spend the morning, we 
had friendly faces from all over town stop by for a 
bite to eat and a cuppa. 

Marble Bar Primary School came along with some 
sandwiches and snacks - thanks to Romola and 
Bernie for bringing the kids over. 

Thanks to Kate Fowler from the Shire of East 
Pilbara for her assistance on the day, and thank you 
to the Shire, School, and everybody who 
contributed food to share. 

All up, we raised $108.25 - reaching our $100 goal 
for Cancer Council to fund their life-saving 
research, prevention, support programs & 
information resources.  

Looking forward to next year’s event - hope to see 
you there! 
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Accommodation 

Fuel\Air Compressor 

Hot Coffee 

Homemade Cakes & Biscuits 

Hot Food 
Burgers, Fish & Chips & more… 

Fresh Sandwiches made to order 

Cold Drinks 

Milkshakes 

Ice Creams 

Grocery Items 

Open 7 days 
7am - 6pm Weekdays 

8am - 5pm Sundays 

Phone:  08 9176 1166 
A/Hours:  0429 956 692 

Email:  t.rest@outlook.com 

Situated across Sandy Creek 
behind the Civic Centre, the 

Marble Bar Holiday Park 
offers well maintained 
caravan and camping 

facilities. 

Also available are a number of 
units and rooms to rent. 

Clean ablution blocks, a camp 
kitchen area, grassed and 

shaded areas add to the warm 
welcome you will receive. 

Phone:  08 9176 1569 

marblebarcaravanpark@gmail.com 
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Questions? Suggestions? 

Complaints? 

 

We want to hear them! 

 

marblebarcrc@bigpond.com 

9176 1375 

 
nullaginecrc@bigpond.com 

9176 2777 

Jarred Kelly - 2nd July 

Corey Bailey - 3rd July 

Kayleen Coffin - 11th July 

KellieMarie Stream Dhu - 15th July

Time: 10am  
Date: 16th July 2019  

Location: Parnngurr Community 

Service will be held at the cemetery followed 
by the wake at the basketball court. 

Any enquiries please contact either: 

Slim - 0437 845 738 
Sonya - 0467 646 778 

Funeral Notice 
for the late 

Winda Willaims 

Mother to Jimmy Williams                                                                    
Grandmother to Carol, Slim, Sonya,  

Natasha and Murphy Williams 
Sandra, Andrew (dec.) and Kerry Kelly (dec.)                                                                        

Sammy and Handley Attwoods, Jacksons, Dunns 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

VFES Training 
5pm @ MB VFES 

SHED 

VFES Training 
5pm @ MB VFES 

SHED 

VFES Training 
5pm @ MB VFES 

SHED 

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar 
Nursing Post  

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Queen’s Birthday 
Holiday 

Marble Bar &  
Nullagine 

VFES AGM 
5pm @ MB VFES 

SHED 

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Marble Bar 
Nursing Post  

Tidy Towns 
@Marble Bar & 

Nullagine 

Marble Bar 
Race Ball 

7:00pm - Late  
@ MB Civic Centre 

2019 Newcrest 
Marble Bar 

Cup 

11am - Late  
@ MB Race Track 

RFDS 
@ Nullagine 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Nullagine 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Nullagine 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Nullagine 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Nullagine 
Nursing Post  

RFDS 
@ Nullagine 
Nursing Post  

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS - Youth Programs running weekdays @ Marble Bar & Nullagine 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS - Youth Programs running weekdays @ Marble Bar & Nullagine 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 


