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Hello again, 

 

It’s just been me here at the CRC this month with 

everyone else on leave, sorry about the super late 

print! 

 

October was pretty busy, we had the Atlas 

information session on the 29th (pages 14-15) 

We also had our Annual General Meeting on the 

26th and are pleased to welcome Joan Lever 

back onto the Committee in the role of Vice-

Chairperson (see page over for more info.) 

 

November marks the official beginning of the 

cyclone season - make sure the pantry is stocked 

and the yard is clear! Speaking of weather, you 

may have noticed the Bureau of Meteorology’s 

Marble Bar weather station is down - we’ve got in 

touch with them and they’ve let us know that it’s a 

temporary issue and the station should be back up 

soon. 

 

Aside from all that, we’ve got some exciting stuff 

coming up this month with another round of 

training with Mark Keogh (page 9), we’ve also got 

some awesome activities lined up to celebrate 

NAIDOC (page 4) and Horizon Power are dropping 

in to set up an information stall later in the month 

(page 38) 

 

Cheers, 

 

Amy Pfitzner 

Coordinator, 

Marble Bar CRC 

DISCLAIMER: 
The information contained in this newsletter is for general information 

and discussion purposes only. While every effort is made to ensure to the 
information is current, accurate and complete, we make no promises, 
warranties or guarantees of any kind, express or implied, about the 

completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability of the content 
of this newsletter. 

Editorial 
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Ingredients 

 395g Tin Condensed Milk 

 600ml Whipping Cream 

 400g chocolate bars of 
your choice (crushed) 

 2 pkts Plain Biscuits 

Recipe from  Station Cooks Facebook Page 

 

Method 

1. Line a shallow baking tray with baking paper and cover with a 
layer of plain biscuits 

2. Whip together the condensed milk and cream in a bowl until 
nice and thick. 

3. Stir the crushed chocolate bars through the cream mixture 

4. Cover the biscuits with the cream mixture making sure it is flat 
and even, then put another layer of biscuits on the top. 

5. Freeze and when nice and hard cut into big or small slices 

- ICE CREAM SLICE - 
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SHIRE OF EAST PILBARA CEO RESIGNS

Shire CEO Jeremy Edwards 
Photo Credit- Shire of East Pilbara 
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Shire CEO Jeremy Edwards (far left) standing with President Lynne Craigie and the Marble Bar Community at the memorial 
service held for Shire employee and local legend Calum MacIver in 2019 
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OVER SEVEN YEARS OF SERVICE

Shire CEO Jeremy Edwards presents Dean Hatwell with the 2020 Senior 
Citizen of the Year award. 
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Get in touch with us at the Marble Bar CRC to book your digital 

literacy training - FREE for people over 50! 

A wide range of courses are available - whether you’re an absolute 

beginner or looking to improve your skills, Be Connected training 

covers everything from how to turn on a computer to online banking 

and researching your family history online! 
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ATLAS IRON COMMUNITY 
INFORMATION SESSION 

Image courtesy of Atlas Iron 
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Project Manager Stacey Brown speaks about current projects in the Pilbara 
Stakeholder Management Supervisor Adrian Mudronja talks about the 

Helping Hands grant program and community engagement 

Plenty of opportunity for Q&A with Atlas personnel and other contractors Lang took his hat off to Atlas for their contributions to the district 

Plenty of opportunity for Q&A with Atlas personnel and other contractors Great food courtesy of Traveller’s Rest and Outback Beef 
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2020 WAFES CONFERENCE 

Checking out one of the new trucks at the WAFES Sundowner 

2020 WAFES Conference 
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New Police Officers 

 

2020 WAFES Awards Gala Dinner Glitz & Glam! Newman SES receiving their award 
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Early works have been progressing at a rapid 

rate out at Warrawoona. 

The first row of camp accommodation rooms 

have been put in place and a mobile kitchen 

has arrived onsite to cater for our camp 

construction team. 24 rooms should be ready 

to inhabit within the next week by our camp 

construction contractors, Rangecon. 

The changes to the 2020 AFL schedule which 

lead to a night grand final at the GABBA 

allowed for our exploration team to have the 

opportunity to see the game from our Marble 

Bar Exploration Base. We are just grateful that 

the lads are better at finding gold than they 

are at choosing which team to support!! 

Calidus Resources Registered Manager for the 

early works, Tim Funstan has been keeping 

busy with the demands of his new role and has 

really appreciated the support that he has 

been receiving from all the members of the 

Marble Bar community whom he has come 

across along the way.  

“The down to earth, honest and helpful nature 

of the people that I have come across in my 

time here in Marble Bar, is a great reflection of 

the community.” 

Article supplied by Calidus Resources Ltd.  

WARRAWOONA GOLD PROJECT UPDATE 

(above) Aerial photograph of the Warrawoona Camp 

(above) Calidus crew show off their footy guernseys 

(above) Tim Funston receives a warm welcome at the CRC 

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk03DGjyEG34y3xMKDinjQ_hgALRSAw:1604905127731&q=footy+guernsey&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjeiqXA8fTsAhVC83MBHXMiBFEQkeECKAB6BAgGECo
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Due to misinformation, history of some events 
or places can become inaccurate over time, as 
is the case with this site on top of a very 
rugged rocky range, The Rippon Hills Crater 

Back in 1960, the exact month I cannot recall 
myself, members of the family and the 
Aboriginal folk on Yarrie Station witnessed an 
unforgettable sighting.  We all observed in the 
early evening a glowing object falling at a 
great speed in an easterly direction.  We all 
agreed it must have fallen somewhere on 
Warrwagine Station, which was to the east of 
us. 

The place where this object made impact was 
on top of a range of hills called the Rippon 
Hills.  Today it is spelt Ripon and this could be 
the basis as to why the crater is identified as a 
sink hole.  In England there is a city called 
Ripon, which is vulnerable to sinkholes 
appearing. The country where this crater is, is 
no English countryside! 

Another fantastic contribution, thanks Sue! 
- MBCRC 

Sounds like a mystery in the making,  
I wonder if there’s any way we can find out 

for sure?  

If you have any more information about the 
Ripon Hills crater/sinkhole, let us know!  

LOCAL HISTORY 
Article kindly submitted by Sue Coppin 

View of the edge of the crater    © Richard King  

View from inside of the crater looking out    © Richard King  

Massive rocks with person to show size    © Richard King  

Richard King’s website (below) shows more very 
interesting photos from inside the crater. 

http://wazoologist.blogspot.com/2010/12/ripon-hills-
fauna-survey.html 
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Hello parents, caregivers, stakeholders and community 
members, 

Term 4 is here!!! This means that the big school 
holiday is fast approaching. We are already at the end 
of Week 3 of Term 4. This term I am excited to 
announce that Room 4 is working on their Aboriginal 
Seasonal Calendar using our Virtual Reality equipment. 
The students will be digitally painting their work this 
term. 

In Literacy, I am pleased to say that the students are 
progressing in their reading and writing skills. In 
Numeracy, we are learning about fractions. The 
students in Room 4 are enthusiastic and engaged in 
their lessons. I am very proud of the progress of the 
students this term. 

We have been very fortunate to have Ricky Grace and 
Up 4 It at our school. The students learned about 
bicycle repair, public speaking, dancing, Lego building, 
and singing with Mr. D. Stokes. Mr Stokes honoured us 
by composing our very own school song. It was 
amazing having them here and we look forward to 
seeing them again next year!!! I’ve included some 
pictures of their visit. Enjoy!!! 

Kind regards, 
George Pantazis, Upper Primary Teacher MBPS 
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The first three weeks of term have been action packed 
with the students participating in an Up 4 It incursion 
from Ricky Grace, gardening and cooking with Mr 
Mason and Mrs Share, swimming and daily activities. 

Since returning from the break, students have come 
back with a focus and are delivering to the expected 
standard of the classroom. As it has been said 
repeatedly in previous publications, everyone from staff 
to students need to have a desire to achieve and want 
to learn in order to succeed. With this mindset the 
students and staff will be able to reach their goals and 
aspirations.     

During the Up 4 It visit, the students built Lego models, 
repaired broken bikes, learnt and played music and did 
hair and make-up activities. The day was an 
overwhelming success with the children receiving great 
opportunities and learning new skills throughout the 
visit.  

With the garden flourishing, the students were hard at 
work picking fruit and veg. The garden has been the 
supply for the ingredients for the students to cook 

healthy and nutritious meals. EON and Allied Health on 
top of the Health curriculum taught in the classroom 
have supplemented the students learning and 
participation in these cooking lessons.    

Room One have also returned to the pool to take part 
in swimming activities to improve their safety and 
knowledge around water. The take home message from 
these swimming activities is how to be safe around the 
water and learning swimming skills.   

 Ryan Sinclair, K - 4 Teacher MBPS 
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I came across a scorpion in my clothes basket 

the other day, hence it being this month’s 

animal!  As usual when you start researching it 

ends up becoming pretty interesting and the 

scorpion was no exception. 

Scorpions of many varieties are very common 

Australia wide. Scorpions are arachnids which 

means they are related to animals such as 

spiders and ticks.   Some prefer the cooler 

climates and forests of the south and some like 

the desert.  They either live under logs, rocks or 

under the bark on trees.  The scorpions that live 

in our area (desert scorpions) dig deep spiral 

burrows and will mostly stay underground in 

the cool during the day and come out at night 

to feed, though it is not unusual to see them 

during the day. Scorpions also glow or 

fluoresce under UV light, which is usually how 

scientists find them in the field. 

Scorpions feed on beetles, spiders and 

centipedes to name a few.  The majority of 

scorpions are ambush hunters and lay in wait 

until their prey is close enough to attack.  They 

have six to twelve pairs of eyes but don’t have 

very good eyesight, they do however have 

sensory hairs and slit organs on their legs which 

help them to pick up vibrations and scents.  

Scorpions breathe through four pairs of lungs 

on the underside of their abdomen.  Females 

are a larger build than the males and have 

shorter tails. 

Females give birth to live young.  The young 

are very pale and the mother carries them 

around on her back for up to a few weeks until 

they strong enough to become independent.  

Scorpions take a long time to reach full 

maturity, moulting up to six times in a six year 

period in order to grow.  They can live 

anywhere between two to ten years with 

some being recorded as living for 25 years. 

Australian scorpions can give a nasty sting but 

are not deadly to humans.  A sting can cause 

pain and inflammation for several hours 

though, so make sure to wear gloves and 

shoes when working outside to avoid being 

stung. 

Scorpions are actually pretty good pest 

controllers so it’s not a bad thing to have them 

around - so if you too come across one in your 

clothes basket, take it for a bit of a walk and 

let it go like I did! 

 

 - Kylie James, 

Marble Bar CRC 

 

Let us know if you’ve spotted any other interesting 

Pilbara critters, we’d love to include it in the next 

edition - especially if you have photos! 
 

Information sourced from The Australian Museum and 

Wikipedia. Images licensed under Creative Commons. 

Scorpion 

Scorpion with babies on its back 
Flickr.com 

Australian Rock Scorpion 
Wikimedia 
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MARBLE BAR 
Sensat ional  Accident  

-  November 15 1898 -  

A  narrow escape from death 
occurred on Saturday 

evening to a miner named Olaf 
Anderson, while he was being 
lowered with a windlass and rope 
down the Ironclad battery well.  
The pin of the windlass snapped, 
precipitating Anderson to the 
bottom of the well, a distance of 
over 80ft. 

The man at the brace promptly 
lowered another rope, which 
Anderson in a state of semi-
consciousness grabbed and was 
hauled up.  He sustained a deep 
cut close to the right temple, and 
lesser injuries to the body and 
limbs.  He was able to walk into 
the town and was admitted to 
the hospital 

 
 

EXPLOSION MYSTERY 
AT STATION 

-November 22 1949 -  

M ARBLE BAR; There was a 
mysterious explosion at 

Corunna Downs Station at 
3.20am on Sunday. Portion of 
buildings near the staff quarters 
were blown up.  Cause of the 
explosion not known yet and 

police found no clues. Two 
rooms made of reinforced 
concrete were demolished.  The 
doors were thrown 50 feet.  Two 
sleeping children were not 
seriously injured when a 
concrete wall fell on them.  
Station manager George Turvey 
is on a visit to Perth. 

 
 

MARBLE BAR TRAGEDY 
SAUNIER’S  TRIAL ENDS  

Verdict  of  Not  Gui l ty  

-  November 22 1938 -  

A  c r imina l  court  jury 
yesterday returned a verdict 

of not guilty, at the conclusion of 
the three day’s trial of Robert 
Norman Saunier (26), builder and 
carpenter, of View Street Subiaco.  
The accused, on hearing the jury 
foreman announce the verdict of 
acquittal, behaved with the 
composure which had marked 
his demeanour throughout the 
proceedings.  An outburst of 
applause in the public gallery 
was quickly suppressed by court 
officials. 

The charge against Saunier, 
which he denied, was that he 
wilfully murdered Gerard Peter 
Walmsley (27), rigger, of Gloster 
Street Subiaco, on the Marble Bar-
Nullagine road, between Marble 

Bar and Mt Edgar station, on 
September 10 last.  The trial 
judge was Mr Justice Draper.  
The prosecution was conducted 
by the Crown Prosecutor (Mr SH 
Good), and Saunier was defended 
by Messrs. AC Muir and R 
Trethowan (instructed by Messrs. 
Unmack and Unmack) 

Saunier and Walmsley had been 
close friends since their 
schooldays, and at the time of 
the shooting were partners in a 
prospecting venture at Marble 
Bar.  The prosecution alleged 
that the shot which ended 
Walmsley’s life (a bullet entered 
his chest, became shattered 
against his fifth rib, and in pieces 
perforated his liver and lung, 
causing almost instantaneous 
death) was fired by Saunier 
following a trivial argument.  
Evidence was given that on the 
afternoon of the shooting, his 
face wet with blood and tears, 
and apparently very drunk, said 
to Constable Marshall, of Marble 
Bar, “They tell me that I have 
shot my mate -- surely it can’t be 
true!  Gerry was the best mate I 
ever had.”  “I will never drink 
cursed beer again” The jury’s 
verdict of not guilty was returned 
at 3.40pm after a retirement of 
one hour. 

 

Historical Marble Bar 
~ARTICLES FROM NOVEMBER~  

Historical  newspaper artic les  sourced from www.trove .nla.gov.au give us a gl impse into the  
recent history  of  the  Pi lbara,  with stories o f  triumph and hardship  from the past 200 years.  



Proudly produced by the Marble Bar Community Resource Centre                                  31 

 

THUNDERSTORMS  
AT MARBLE BAR  

Man and His  Wife   
Struck by  L ightning  

-  November 24 1909 -  

T hunderstorms have been of 
daily occurrence since Friday, 

although only one place received 
a good fall of rain.  At 
Warrawoona 175 points were 
recorded, and 53 points fell at 
Marble Bar.  This was the most 
recorded in November for eight 
years. 

Mr A.G McCarthy and his wife, 
who were camped in the hills, 15 
miles out, were struck by 
lightning on Saturday, but only 
slightly injured.  The front pole 
of the camp was shattered. 

 

THE PIONEERS OF 
MARBLE BAR 

Some Incidents  of  their  
Prospect ing Career  

-  November 1894 -  

O n April 21,1801, Messrs E 
Francis, H Jenkins and W 

Edmonstone pitched their camp 
on the Coongan River, about 
three miles from the present 
town site of Marble Bar, 
intending to prospect the 
neighbourhood for alluvial gold.  
Two days later Mr Francis was 
successful in finding payable 
gold in a gully near the now 
Homeward Bound Gold mine, 
and on the following day the 
three plucky prospectors were all 
on gold in different gullies near 
the prospecting claim. On May 1 
Mr Francis rode over to Nullagine 
and made application to Warden 
Davis for a reward claim, and the 

three mates worked out a good 
deal of ground and were 
rewarded with a fair amount of 
gold, the exact weight being only 
known to themselves, but it is 
generally believed on the field to 
have been a few hundred ounces.  
While at work one day, one of the 
trio had just unearthed a 
splendid specimen containing 
about ten ounces of gold, when a 
stranger suddenly appeared on 
the scene, and the lucky digger 
just had time to drop the nugget 
on the ground and sit on it, as he 
did not care to let the stranger 
know what he was getting. As he 
sat in this position, chatting with 
the stranger, a gust of wind blew 
his hat off his head, but our hero 
did not move, though the sun 
poured down its scorching rays 
on his uncovered head, he was 
determined not to get up for the 
hat, for to do that meant the 
revealing of his hidden treasure. 
The intruder, however, not 
finding his addressee in a very 
communicative mood, soon took 
his departure, and the three 
mates worked on unmolested, 
except for the threats from some 
of the fossicking crowd who 
posted notices of objection to 
the granting of the reward claim, 
and also talked of jumping, but it 
all ended in smoke.   

A month after this application 
had been made. Messrs. Francis 
and party took up the 
prospecting claim for reefing 
purposes, and after twelve 
months work transferred it to 
Messrs. Hodgen and Indell.  They 
then annexed the Stray Shot 
lease, and since the Excelsior, the 
two conjoined making a fine 
property of ten acres.  Both 
leases are now developed into 
first class mines, and a five head 
battery has been erected thereon, 

and is supplied with water from 
a well 70 feet in depth.  The 
battery, which was built at 
Langland’s foundry, Melbourne, 
is a splendid plant.  The first cost 
of it is Melbourne was £1122, but 
before it was ready to start 
crushing an additional £1878 
had to be paid by these 
enterprising pioneers. Since its 
erection it has been constantly, 
by night and by day, crushing 
stone from the proprietors own 
mine and from other leases.  The 
main shaft of the Stray Shot mine 
is down 100 feet, the last 50 feet 
being sank on a reef of highly 
payable stone, which the owners 
are now preparing to take out.  A 
straight shaft is being sunk to 
cut the reef, which should be met 
with in a few days.  Since the 
erection of the battery (named 
the Excelsior), last July, the 
proprietors have crushed for 
themselves from the Stray Shot 
and Excelsior a total of 750 tons 
for the splendid yield of 2422os, 
and they have about […] of 
similar stone on the surface. 

 

Historical Marble Bar 
~ARTICLES FROM NOVEMBER~  

Historical  newspaper artic les  sourced from www.trove .nla.gov.au give us a gl impse into the  
recent history  of  the  Pi lbara,  with stories o f  triumph and hardship  from the past 200 years.  
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 Have you seen any mysterious objects or 
strange artefacts around?  

Let us know so we can include it in the next 
edition of the Mirage! 

Any guesses as to  
what this thing is? 

Two were found, one had 
corresponding holes/slots on the 

other side, as though they might fit 
together... (No guesses have come 

through yet) 

Thank you to Lang Coppin who found 
the strange contraptions and bought 
photos in for us to share for our ‘what 

is this’ segment! 

BOMB CRATES: 

Several people have let us know that the 
September edition ‘what is this’ were actually 

bomb crates or cages used for transport during 
WWII - that’s what we thought too!  

If you have any more information let us know, 
might be worth doing an article. 
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Daily Quick Crossword 

https://simplydailypuzzles.com/index.html
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SUDOKO 
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Accommodation 

Fuel\Air Compressor 

Hot Coffee 

Homemade Cakes & Biscuits 

Hot Food 
Burgers, Fish & Chips & more… 

Fresh Sandwiches made to order 

Cold Drinks 

Milkshakes 

Ice Creams 

Grocery Items 

Open 7 days 
7am - 6pm Weekdays 
8am - 5pm Sundays 

Phone:  08 9176 1166 
A/Hours:  0429 956 692 

Email:  t.rest@outlook.com 

Situated across Sandy Creek 
behind the Civic Centre, the 

Marble Bar Holiday Park 
offers well maintained 
caravan and camping 

facilities. 

Also available are a number of 
units and rooms to rent. 

Clean ablution blocks, a camp 
kitchen area, grassed and 

shaded areas add to the warm 
welcome you will receive. 

Phone:  08 9176 1569 

marblebarcaravanpark@gmail.com 
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mu
Ashburton Aboriginal 

Corporation 

Marble Bar, Goodabinya and Woodstock 
AAC Appointment Day: 

11 November 

Warralong AAC Appointment Day:  
18 November 

 

~ Funeral Notices ~ 

Miss Cecilia Annette Samson (23/08/1984 - 25/07/2020) 
Funeral 16th November, 9:30am at Jigalong Cemetery 

Kevin Ivan Toby (09/05/1978 - 24/09/2020) 
Funeral 28th November, 2:30pm at Warralong Cemetery 

Christine Mitchell 
Funeral 14th November, 10:00am at Canarvon Church of Christ 

Irene Coffin (03/09/1938 - 25/10/2020) 
Funeral 27th November, 8:30am at Marble Bar Civic Centre 

9:30am Graveside Service at Marble Bar Cemetery 

Mervyn G Lockyer (11/02/1950 - 18/10/2020) 
Funeral 20th November, 3:00pm at South Hedland Cemetery 

Patsy Edgar (05/11/1959 - 12/10/2020) 
Funeral 7th November, 4:00pm at Port Hedland Cemetery 
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A n n a b el  S t r ea m - 5 t h  N ov em b e r  

D a i sy  F ox  Co p p i n - 8 t h  N ov em b e r  

S h a r n e e  M a s o n - 2 0 t h  N ov e m b e r  

Ja c k  a n d  G u s  C raw f o r d - 2 2 n d  N ov e m b e r  

A l ex  D o r r i n g t o n - 2 6 t h  N ov em b e r  
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d e c e m b e r 2 0 2 0  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29                                                                                                                           30 31   

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

n o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0  

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

Horizon Power 
Drop-In Info 

11:00am - 4:00pm 
@MB CRC 

BIN DAY 

Thank a Volunteer 

@MB Shire Office 
10:00-11:00am 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS @MB NP 

MARBLE BAR VFES 

5pm @The Station 

NAIDOC Week 2020 - “Always Was, Always Will Be” 

NAIDOC Week 

BIN DAY 

MARBLE BAR VFES 

5pm @The Station 

Mark Keogh Training 
@ CRC Training Centre 

(Mixed) Provide First 
Aid Assessments 

Mark Keogh Training @ MBCRC Training Centre 

Mental Health First Aid - Two Day Course 

Mark Keogh Training 
@ CRC Training Centre 

One Day - Mental 
Health First Aid 

Mark Keogh Training @ MBCRC Training Centre 

Provide First Aid (Remote) - Two Day Course 

Horizon Power 
Drop-In Info 

9:00am - 11:30pm 
@MB CRC 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

Christmas Day 

Public Holiday Boxing Day 

Public Holiday 

(Boxing Day Holiday) 

New Years Eve 

Remembrance Day 

10:30pm @MB 
Primary School 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 


