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Hello! 

 

Did you get a chance to drop in to our Community 

Market on the 8th of August? We had a fantastic 

afternoon hanging out with everyone - we’ve still got a 

few seedlings left for sale so drop in if you’re interested! 

 

We’re already a week into September and so far 

we’ve had the Calidus Info Session on the 3rd and 

we’re currently running training courses in the CRC 

Training Centre. (Make sure to keep an eye out for the 

October edition which will have more info about these 

great September events & initiatives) 

If you missed out on this lot of training please get in 

touch - we’re thinking about running some more 

courses later in the year if we get enough interest!  

(that goes for everything - don’t just assume someone 

else will talk to us about it, they probably wont!) 

 

We also still have heaps of vouchers to give away for 

the East Pilbara Dollars comps so make sure to enter - 

very good chance you’ll walk away with some dollars 

to spend at a business in Marble Bar! 

 

Cheers, 

 

Amy Pfitzner 

Coordinator, 

Marble Bar CRC 

DISCLAIMER: 
The information contained in this newsletter is for general information and 

discussion purposes only. While every effort is made to ensure to the information is 

current, accurate and complete, we make no promises, warranties or guarantees of 
any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, 

suitability or availability of the content of this newsletter. 

Editorial 
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 CHARGRILLED CHICKEN AND PINEAPPLE SALAD 

 Ingredients 

 1/3 Cup (80ml) Pineapple juice 

 1 tablespoon Brown Sugar 

 1 tablespoon Soy Sauce 

 500g Chicken Thigh Fillets 
chopped 

 1 small Pineapple, peeled, thinly 
sliced crossways 

 200g Pkt 4 Leaf Salad 

 250g Cherry Tomatoes, halved 

 1 Carrot peeled, cut into long 
matchsticks 

 1 small Red Onion thinly sliced 

 1 Lebanese cucumber, halved 
lengthways, thinly sliced 

Method 

 Combine pineapple juice, sugar and soy sauce in a large 
bowl.  Add the chicken and toss to coat. Set aside for ten 
minutes to develop the flavours.  Thread the chicken 
pieces onto 4 metal skewers.  Reserve the marinade. 

 Heat a BBQ grill or chargrill on medium high.  Cook the 
chicken skewers for 3-4 mins each side until golden 
brown and cooked through.  Set aside for 5 mins to rest. 

 Meanwhile, cook pineapple on grill for 2 mins each or un-
til lightly charred. 

 While the pineapple is cooking, place the reserved mari-
nade in a small saucepan.  Bring to the boil over high 
heat. Cook for 3 mins or until mixture thickens slightly.  
Set aside to cool. 

 Arrange salad leaves, tomato, carrot, onion, cucumber, 
pineapple and chicken skewers on a large serving plate.  
Pour over marinade in the pan.  Season. 

Sourced from Taste 
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BASKETBALL 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

 
SPORTS CARNIVAL 

Seeya later John and Ellie! 

We wish John and Ellie the best in their new 
roles over in Broome. 

They’ve been a great addition to the 
community, always willing to help out - 
whether by stepping in as scorekeepers for 
our IDPwD event last December (pic related) 
or signing up as enthusiastic members for the 
Marble Bar VFES, their efforts have been 
appreciated and I’m sure they’ll be missed by 
all. 

- Amy Pfitzner 
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ATLAS IRON 
COMMUNITY UPDATE 

Wander down the Hillside – Marble Bar Rd long enough 
and you will see signs of mining life re-emerging in an 
area that hasn’t seen much activity since the old Comet 
Mine days. 

Atlas Iron have recently begun construction on their 
Corunna Downs Project. Unlike neighbouring mine 
sites, Atlas Iron won’t be tapping into the gold that the 
Marble Bar area is known for. Working across 5 open 
cut pits, the Corunna Downs operation will have a sole 
focus on the iron ore that threads through the ranges.    

Atlas Iron was taken over by the Hancock Prospecting 
Group in late 2018, and since then has gone through a 
significant consolidation period.  Now moving into a 
growth phase the company, which was struggling 
financially prior to takeover, has now been able to 
reignite its newest passion – the Corunna Downs 
Project.  

Corunna Downs is located 33km south of Marble Bar. 
Nestled amongst the hills of Panorama, Eginbah and 
Corunna Downs Stations, the first loads of iron ore are 
expected to be processed early 2021. Similar to the 
current Mt Webber operation, Atlas Iron will use road 
trains to haul ore 234 kilometres to Port Hedland 
before loading ships bound for China. The project is 
expected to create 850 direct employment 
opportunities over a starting mine life of 5 years and 
produce around 5 million tonnes per year. 

Currently, there are major upgrades occurring on the 
Hillside-Marble Rd with the majority of the road 
between the mine and town being sealed to cater for 
the road trains hauling to port.  

A brand new road is being built to bypass the town that 
will ensure the noise impact on residents is greatly 
reduced. MACA Civil have been working on this section 
of work since April 2020 and anticipate completion by 
November. 

The new Corunna Down’s Village is currently being built 
by McNally Mining & Resources. All buildings are now in 
place, with construction coming to end soon to ensure 
occupancy in the last week of September. 

Atlas Iron have recently awarded both the mining and 
crushing contracts and are expecting to see both 
companies complete mobilising to site in in the next 
few months. MACA Mining will be providing mining 
services and Mineral Resources Limited providing 
crushing services.  Atlas Iron has a longstanding 
relationship with both contractors with both providing 
previous and current service across its other Pilbara 
operations. 

The camp services contract is yet to be awarded.  While 
the camp is under construction, Atlas Iron have been 
grateful for the warm welcome received at Limestone 
Station, Travellers Rest and the Iron Clad hotel. During 
one particularly busy month, accommodation and dim 
sims were particularly hard to come by!  

Supervisor of Stakeholder Management, Adrian 
Mudronja, is already a well-known face in town. Atlas 
Iron runs a Helping Hands grants program and have 
previously provided support to community groups in 
Port Hedland, Newman and at Yandeyarra. Locals are 
encouraged to reach out to Adrian for more 
information on this grant which is currently open for 
applications.    

Atlas Iron welcome all enquiries on the project and will 
be hosting a town hall event at the Community Centre 
in October 2020. Contact details can also be found on 
their website – AtlasIron.com.au. Employment 
opportunities, media updates and information on other 
operations is available online.  

Article supplied by Atlas Iron. 

Still have questions? 

Marble Bar CRC will be hosting 
a community info session with 

Atlas Iron on Thursday 29th 
October  

More details to come. 
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Drop into the Marble Bar CRC to book your FREE digital 

literacy training - everything from how to use a computer to 

online shopping or researching your family history online! 
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Caz from Outback Beef running the BBQ 

The CRC sold seedlings from the Community Garden - love the hats ladies! 

Beautiful weather for a market! 

Dean’s ‘Lockey’ key cutting business - all set up ready to go 

Julie Arif had quite a selection of interesting things 

Lou had a selection of jewellery and treasures for sale 

Listening Post for the Shire’s Economic and Tourism Development Strategy 



Proudly produced by the Marble Bar Community Resource Centre                                  18 

 

Too few know what our pioneers endured in 

our district to open up the country for future 

generations.  This is a little part of the 

transport history in the 1920’s.  Before 

motorised vehicles came into the district, the 

people on the sheep stations, as they were 

then, either travelled in the two or four in 

hand horse drawn buggy, or made the journey 

on a donkey or bullock wagon to get from 

place to place.  Some stations had a camel 

wagon to transport mostly larger necessary 

goods. 

We know what harsh climate conditions the 

pioneers had to endure in the North and their 

first cars had no air conditioners or four 

wheel drive luxuries.  The creek and river 

crossings had spinifex laid down in the two 

wheel ruts to enable them to cross.  How they 

coped in the wet would be another story 

altogether, back in those days roads were just 

two wheel tracks. 

Their version of air-conditioning was either 

scorching hot air in the summer or the cold 

winter wind blowing in and through the 

vehicle.  Add to this the dust that would of 

blown in, created a custom that on arrival at 

a destination they were met by being handed 

a towel to either go to have a shower or to 

wash off he dirt that had mixed with any 

sweat.  

No one travelled without carrying a hessian 

or canvas water bag.  This was hung on the 

outside of the vehicle to allow the air to blow 

through and keep the water cool enough to 

drink. 

The popular makes of cars at that time were 

the Model T Ford, the Austin Tourer, The 

Willys Jeep and others. 

Here are some pictures of station vehicles 

bought in the 1920’s, each was given a name. 

Thank you for sharing your knowledge and 
wonderful photos with us Sue! - MBCRC 

“Bug” Muccan Station 

LOCAL HISTORY 
Article kindly submitted by Sue White 

“Ada” Warrawagine Station 

“Ruby” Yarrie Station 
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Does anyone have any photos they would like to contribute for the new Guess Who 
section?  We would love to keep it going so please get them through to us!  

Email your photos to marblebarcrc@bigpond.com 

*SUBMISSIONS CLOSE 1st OCTOBER 2020 
Submissions will be randomly drawn. Three prizes (1st, 2nd, 3rd) are available. 

Prizes are non-refundable. 

This photo published with permission from the photographed subject. Unfortunately the person 
pictured is ineligible to compete in this particular competition! 

The ‘East Pilbara Dollars’ scheme is funded by the Shire of East Pilbara. 

If you think you know, drop us a email on  
marblebarcrc@bigpond.com or give us a call on 9176 1375! 

If you can correctly guess the person in the 
photo, you will go in the draw to win 

ONE OF THREE EAST PILBARA DOLLARS VOUCHER 
PRIZES!  (Total prize pool valued at $350)* 

We only had two people correctly 
guess last month’s edition of Guess 

Who… great job to Candy Coates 
and Bob Jeffreys who correctly 

guessed it was a young Lang Coppin!  

Thanks to Sue for submitting the 
photo (you were right that a lot of 

people were thrown off by the suit!) 

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 

This month if you can 
guess who this young 

fellow is you might 
win some Pilbara 

Dollars! 
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Room One students visited Chinamen’s Pool as 

part of the Two-Way Science program. The 

excursion provided an opportunity for students 

to explore the different animal tracks, observe 

wildlife and compare and contrast the 

different conditions of the area in August 

compared to their visit in March. 

The excursion was excellent in showcasing the 

children’s science knowledge and knowledge 

of the area.  

We have also been continuing with the 

network wide program of Talk for Writing, our 

story was “Over in the Meadow” we have 

read, rehearsed and story-mapped the story. 

In coming weeks, the children will adapt the 

story; for example making changes to the 

characters, setting or plot. 

Room One have also been learning about 

healthy foods in health as well as fire safety 

and being aware of the dangers that fire can 

present.   

Room 1 have also been practising 

for the upcoming sports carnival, 

sports carnivals provide an 

opportunity for the students to try 

their best and compete against 

other schools in the area. We wish 

them the best of luck at the 

carnival.  

 

Ryan Sinclair, 

K - 4 Teacher,  

Marble Bar Primary School  
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Any guesses as to  
what these are?  

Let us know what  
you think! 

Send your responses to: 

marblebarcrc@bigpond.com 

 
We’d love to hear from 

you! 

Have you seen any 
mysterious objects 

around? 

Let us know so we can 
include it in the next 

edition of the Mirage! 
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Did you know we have a sub species of the 

Olive Python here in the Pilbara?  Our very own 

rather aptly named Pilbara Olive Python!  They 

are nocturnal, olive green or dark brown in 

colour with a creamy coloured belly.  They 

grow up to four meters long and feast on 

wallabies, quolls and spinifex pigeons to name 

a few.  They like to lie in wait for their prey and 

ambush it as it wanders past!  Olive pythons 

differ from most pythons in that their skin is 

smooth due to their scale pattern. 

Researchers think the Pilbara Olive Python is 

quite rare but due to their vast habitat it is a bit 

hard to know that for certain.  They have 

managed to tag some snakes and through this 

have been able to learn a bit about them.  In 

Millstream National Park, every two to three 

years, the pythons congregate on the cliff 

faces to mate. This goes on for a few months 

while they enjoy the river views then the 

female retreats to lay her eggs.  She incubates 

them by coiling herself around them and 

shivers if necessary to maintain a constant 

temperature.  They lay up to a dozen eggs 

and incubate them for about two months. 

Their numbers may be in decline due to their 

low reproduction rates, mining activities, 

wildfire and also because some of their food 

sources are becoming more scarce.  Also they 

look a  bit like a King Brown snake and for this 

reason people tend to kill them.  If you see the 

Pilbara Olive Python crossing the road at night 

don’t speed up to run it over - in fact don’t kill 

any snake that is doing you no harm,  let them 

go about their business and consider yourself 

lucky to have spotted one! 

- Kylie James 

 

Let us know if you’ve 

spotted any other 

interesting Pilbara 

critters! 

 

We’d love to include 

them in the next 

edition of the Mirage 

(especially if you 

have photos!) 

 
Photos from Scitech website.   

 
Information sourced from Scitech 

and Wikipedia 

Pilbara Olive Python 
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APPROACHING 
MARRIAGE 

-  September 19th  1940 -  
 

T he marriage of Miss Dorothy 
Mary Bowen, of Manjimup 

and Mr James Ironside of Marble 
Bar, will be solemnised at St 
Mathew’s Church Port Hedland, 
on Friday September 20. 

 

FIRE AT MARBLE BAR 
HOTEL LEAVES GUESTS 

WITH ONLY THEIR 
EVENING DRES 

-  September 13th  1949 -  
 

W hile a race week ball was 
going on in Marble Bar last 

night the residential section of 
the Ironclad Hotel was burnt to 
the ground.  As a result, many 
visitors for the week’s festivities 
will have to go home clad in 
evening gowns and suits. 

 Dancers rushed from the 
ball when the alarm was given, 
but despite their efforts the 
building was gutted within 15 
minutes.  T h e  a d j o i n i n g 
building was also gutted. 

 G.W. Miles store caught 
fire, but firefighters climbed 
through the ceiling and managed 
to smash the burning section 
away.   There were about 
24 guests staying at the Ironclad 
Hotel. Permanent boarders 
suffered heavy personal losses.  
The hotel was the only 
residential building in the town 
and the accommodation problem 
will now be acute. 

 Last night’s was the 
second fire in the district within 
a few days.  On Friday a valuable 
shearing shed at Corunna Station 
was razed.  

 

FATAL BUGGY 
ACCIDENT AT MARBLE 

BAR -  “DAD” Jerred 
Ki l led,  Two Other  
Persons  Injured  

-  September 6th 1912 -  
 

A  fatal buggy accident 
o c c u r r e d  y e s t e r d a y 

afternoon.  Messrs. Wright, 
Obermuller and Jerred were out 
driving, and had just left the 
Stray Shot mine.  On coming 
down the hill towards the 
Moolyella road a trace broke, and 

the horses got out of control, and  
left the road.  Wright and 
Obermuller were thrown out on 
to the rocks.  Wright picked 
himself up, and looked around, 
but could see no trace of Jerred, 
and was under the impression 
that he was amongst the spinifex.  
The horses cut across the rocks 
on to the Moolyella road and 
made for Marble Bar.  Messrs. 
Gilmore and Hayes stopped the 
runaways at the entrance to the 
town, and found Jerred securely 
held by the end of his trousers to 
a hook on the swing bar.  He had 
been dragged a mile and when 
released was unconscious, and 
died on the way to the hospital.  
One side of his face was 
completely torn away, both legs 
were broken, and ribs and arms 
fractured.  He was frightly 
knocked about.  Obermuller was 
stunned, is suffering from shock, 
and had abrasions on the back.  
Wright sustained a broken foot 
and severe shock. 

 “Dad” Jerred, who was 73 
years of age, was highly 
respected, and the deepest 
sorrow is felt by the whole 
community at his terrible death.  
He is to be buried this afternoon.  
Wright and Obermuller are 

 

Historical Marble Bar 
~ARTICLES FROM SEPTE MBER~ 

Historical  newspaper artic les  sourced from www.trove .nla.gov.au give us a gl impse into the  
recent history  of  the  Pi lbara,  with stories o f  triumph and hardship  from the past 200 years.  

Meentheena Homestead (year unknown)  

Eight rooms and a cellar.  Photo supplied by Ian Armitt. 
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progressing satisfactorily. 

 S ep t em b er  1 0 ,  A t 
Coroner’s inquest yesterday no 
fresh evidence was elicited, and a 
verdict of accidental death was 
returned. 

 

CYCLING ROUND 
AUSTRALIA 

-  September 26th  1939 -  
 

T hin and sunburnt, with a 
slightly sprained wrist but 

otherwise in good condition, 
Douglas Hart, Australian cyclist, 
arrived at Marble Bar last night 
on his round-Australia cycle trip.  
He will leave tomorrow morning 
for Perth, via Roy Hill and 
Meekatharra. 

 Hart estimates that the 
trip to Perth will take 10 days.  
His wrist injury is not serious 
and was caused by a fall 
yesterday. 

 
TWO PILBARA 

NUGGETS 

-  September 26th  1904 -  
 

M r  M i s s i n g h a m  h a s 
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e 

purchase,by the Government of 
th e  Br i t i sh  E xp l o r a t i on 
Company’s battery at Nullagine 
for erection as a State battery at 
the Twenty-Mile, Sandy. 

 The output of gold from 
the Nullagine district for August 
was 397.87 fine ounces from a 
little over 396 tons, and nearly 
19 oz. of alluvial. 

 Two more big nuggets 
have been found in this district.  
One containing 90 oz of gold was 

found recently about 30 miles 
from Sharks, on the Turner River.  
The same locality also furnished 
22oz. Of small gold. 

 George Cooper, who has 
done 12 months of dead work at 
Talga, near Marble Bar, unearthed 
a specimen a few days ago 
weighing 255oz.  The specimen is 
estimated to contain 100 oz of 
Gold. 

 

MARBLE BAR 

-  September 15th  1899 -  
 

M r L Montagu, the manager of 
the diamond syndicate at 

Nullagine, passed through here 
today on his way to Perth.  He 
reports having lately discovered 
three fair sized diamonds and 
five large garnets on the 
syndicate’s holdings.  The 
garnets which were exhibited, are 
brilliant ones. 

 
F IRST ANNUAL 

GOLF BALL  

-  September 29th  1938 -  
 

T he golf club presented 
the first annual golf ball 

in the local hall on Friday 
evening, September 23. The 
evening was a huge success, 
being exceptionally well 
patronised. Dancing started 
at 8.30 p.m. and continued 
till 11.30 p.m. when a most 
delicious and enjoyable 
supper was served on the 
hall verandah. After supper 
dancing continued till 1.30 
a.m. when Miss Leslie and 
Mr. Walters gave an 
exhibition of the Quick Step 
and the Viennese Waltz, 

which was appreciated by all. 
Dancing once again continued till 
the finish at 3.30 a.m. Streamer 
and novelty dances helped pass 
away a most enjoyable evening. 
The catering for the supper was 
done by the proprietor of the 
Marble Bar Cafe. The organising 
of the ball was in the capable 
hands of Messrs. Harris and 
Reynolds, who are to be 
congratulated on their tireless 
and energetic work in presenting 
such a successful function. All 
present will be looking forward 
with renewed vigor for the 
annual! ball next year. 

SOCIAL. The Cheerio Club 
continues to hold its usual 
Monday evening dancing classes 
which are becoming more and 
more popular as the time goes 
on. The club in conjunction with 
the hospital committee will be 
presenting a community concert 
on Sunday evening October 2 and 
all hope that this function will be 
the success it promises to be.  

 

Historical Marble Bar 
~ARTICLES FROM SEPTE MBER~ 

Historical  newspaper artic les  sourced from www.trove .nla.gov.au give us a gl impse into the  
recent history  of  the  Pi lbara,  with stories o f  triumph and hardship  from the past 200 years.  
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Daily Quick Crossword 

https://simplydailypuzzles.com/index.html
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SUDOKO 
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Accommodation 

Fuel\Air Compressor 

Hot Coffee 

Homemade Cakes & Biscuits 

Hot Food 
Burgers, Fish & Chips & more… 

Fresh Sandwiches made to order 

Cold Drinks 

Milkshakes 

Ice Creams 

Grocery Items 

Open 7 days 
7am - 6pm Weekdays 
8am - 5pm Sundays 

Phone:  08 9176 1166 
A/Hours:  0429 956 692 

Email:  t.rest@outlook.com 

Situated across Sandy Creek 
behind the Civic Centre, the 

Marble Bar Holiday Park 
offers well maintained 
caravan and camping 

facilities. 

Also available are a number of 
units and rooms to rent. 

Clean ablution blocks, a camp 
kitchen area, grassed and 

shaded areas add to the warm 
welcome you will receive. 

Phone:  08 9176 1569 

marblebarcaravanpark@gmail.com 
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Ja s p e r  M a n u r u n g  – 2 2 n d  S e p t e mb e r                                                                                                                

D a n i k a  C o f f i n - 8 t h  S e p t e m b e r  

S u s a n  P o t t e r –  9 t h  S e p t e m b e r  
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o c t o b e r  2 0 2 0  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

NK Athletics 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

s e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0  
RFDS@MBNP 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

BIN DAY 

ATLAS IRON 
Community Info 

Session 

MARBLE BAR VFES 
TRAINING 

5pm @The Station 

MARBLE BAR VFES 
TRAINING 

5pm @The Station 

BIN DAY 

Calidus Info 
5:30pm @Civic Centre 

Mental Health First Aid @CRC Training Centre 

Adult Learners Week (September 1 - 8) 

Adult Learners Week (September 1 - 8) 

Council Meeting 
@ Marble Bar 
Shire Office 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

3 

First Aid Training @CRC Training Centre 

First Aid Refresher 

4WD Training 

MARBLE BAR VFES 
TRAINING 

5pm @The Station RFDS @MB NP 

Community BBQ 
6pm @Civic Centre 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS 
@MB Nursing Post 

RFDS @MB NP 

MARBLE BAR VFES 
TRAINING 

5pm @The Station 

Get Online Week 

Remote Servicing 
@ Court House 


